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Aristide  to  speak 
at  graduation 


by  Jennifer  Scull 
Strobe  staff 

Jean-Bertrand  Aristide,  exiled 
Haitian  president,  will  speak  at  the 
98th  graduation  exercises  on  May 
28  at  10:30  am  on  the  college  quad- 
rangle. 

Thousands  of  parents,  friends 
and  relatives  of  1 994  graduates  will 
gather  to  hear  his  commencement 
address.  Nearly  1,000  baccalaure- 
ate and  master's  degrees  will  be 
awarded. 

President  Mara  is  excited  about 
the  arrival  of  Aristide.  "At  the 
macrolevel,Ithinkitisimportantlo 
recognize  his  status,"  Mara  said. 
"At  the  micro  level,  we  have  not 
been  doing  much  with  Haiti  in  this 
area,"  adding  his  interest  in  a  stu- 
dent exchange  program  with  Haiti. 

Aristide  is  expected  to  arrive  on 
campus  on  May  27  for  a  series  of 
educational,  social  and  cultural 
events.  At  the  commencement  ex- 
ercises, Aristide  will  receive  an 
honorary  degree  from  the  college. 

In  the  country's  first  democratic 
election  in  December  of  1990, 
Aristide  was  elected  president  of 
Haiti.  Less  than  a  year  later,  he  was 
overthrown  by  a  coup  d'etat  that 
dismantled  the  growing  demo- 
cratic movement  and  led  to  a  time 
of  unrest  The  last  several  years,  he 


has  lived  in  exile  in  Venezuela  and 
Washington  D.C. 

A  Roman  Catholic  priest,  repre- 
saiting  the  poor  and  the  dispos- 
sessed of  Haiti,  Aristide  graduated 
in  1974  from  the  College  of  Notre 
Dame  in  Cap  Haitienne  and  com- 
pleted his  novitiate  studies  at  the 
Salesian  seminar)'  in  the  Domini- 
can Republic.  Returning  to  Haiti  in 
1975,  he  began  studying  philoso- 
phy at  the  Grand  Seminaire  Notre 
Dame  and  psychology  at  the  State 
University  of  Haiti.  Aristide  also 
studied  in  Rome,  Canada  and  Is- 
rael. 

Prior  to  his  presidential  election, 
he  founded  an  orphanage  named 
Lafanmi  Selavi,  which  housed  and 
educated  hundreds  of  street  chil- 
dren in  Haiti.  The  orphanage  was 
attacked  and  burned,  just  like  they 
did  to  the  Sl  Jean  Bosco  Church 
that  killed  thirteen  people.  Shortly 
after,  he  was  expelled  from  the 
Salesian  Order. 

Jean-Bertrand  Aristide  speaks 
eight  different  languages,  plays 
several  instruments  and  has  written 
many  books,  including:  "Why" 
(1978);  "Raise  the  Table"  (1986); 
"A  Year  After  tiie  Coup"  (1992); 
"Aristide:  The  Autobiography" 
(1992);  and  'Theology  and  Poli- 
tics" (1993). 


Town  meeting 


by  Jennifer  Scull 
Strobe  staff 

The  Student  Government  Asso- 
ciation (SGA)  and  Student  Affairs 
sponsored  an  All  Student  Town 
MeetingonAprill9tohearstudents 
concerns  and  ideas  about  activities 
and  athletics  on  campus. 

Representatives  from  student  or- 
ganizations and  various  campus 
departments  were  present  to  hear 
the  opinicHis  of  students,  despite  the 
low  attendance. 

Christine  Corsello  from  Resi- 


dence Life  said  the  intent  of  the 
meeting  was  to  tell  students  what  is 
currently  available  for  them  in 
terms  of  involvement  Another 
objective  was  lo  attract  more  stu- 
dents, both  commuters  and  resi- 
dents, to  campus  activities. 

The  floor  was  opened  to  anyone 
who  had  questions,  conrunents  or 
concerns  about  the  Fitchburg  Stale 
College  campus. 

ChristophCT  Bourdeau,  SGA 
Public  Information  Director,  spoke 

contonpg2 


Silent  floors  dnd 
squeaks. 


Story  on  page  3. 


This  untiUed  photograph  by  Fitchburg  State  student  Eric  Magiera  is  among  the  works  on  display 
as  part  of  "Visions  '94."  Visions,  a  display  of  works  by  communications/media  students  at 
Fitchburg  State  College,  will  be  on  view  until  May  8  in  the  college's  Campus  Center  Art  Gallery. 


Marijuana  use  rated  high 

on  student  survey 


by  Derek  Valcourt 
Strobe  staff 


In  a  recent  alcdiol  and  drug  sur- 
vey of  over  300  FSC  students. 
Marijuana  ranked  third  next  to  al- 
cdiol  and  tobacco  for  both  overall 
and  consistent  use.  The  overall  use 
of  marijuana  by  FSC  studaits  was 
21  percent  higher  than  the  national 
usage,  accOTding  to  the  survey. 

"I  have  been  hearing  from  stu- 
dents that  marijuana  is  a  growing 
jHoblem  cm  campus  and  the  survey 
did  support  that,"  said  Holly 
Kreidler-Rianeuf,  the  college's 
substance  awareness  coordinator. 
Ten  percent  of  the  students 
surveyed  admitted  to  using  mari- 
juana at  least  three  times  a  wedc 
while49percentoftherespondents 
rqx)rted  never  using  marijuana 
within  the  last  year. 

The  overall  alcohol  use,  whether 
it  was  one  time  in  the  last  year  ot 


everyday  was  89.7  percent  The 
national  average  for  overall  alco- 
hol use  was  87.4  percent,  slighUy 
under  Fitchburg's.  Only  8.4  per- 
cent reported  neva  using  alcohol 
in  the  last  year  while  30.5  percent 
said  that  they  use  it  at  least  three 
times  a  week. 

Fitchburg  is  7.2  percent  higher 
in  the  amount  of  students  that  drink 
ten  or  more  drinks  a  week  than  the 
national  figures.  About  28  percent 
of  the  surveyed  students  indicated 
drinking  more  than  ten  drinks  per 
week. 

Most  disturbing  to  Kreidler- 
Phaneuf  is  that  87  percent  of  the 
respondents  were  aware  of  the 
college's  Drug  and  Alcohol  Poli- 
cies but  95.2  percent  were  not  ac- 
tively involved  in  efforts  to  prevent 
drug  and  alcohol  use.  Only  43 
percent  of  the  students  surveyed 
were  aware  that  the  college  had  a 
drug  and  alcohol  prevention  pro- 
gram. 


"I  was  pleased  that  students 
knew  that  the  coUege  was  con- 
cerned about  prevention  efforts," 
said  Kreidler-Flianeuf.  "I  was  dis- 
appointed, not  surprised,  in  the 
number  of  students  that  participate 
in  those  efforts." 

Kreidler-Phaneuf  said  that  the 
survey  confirms  that  alcohol  con- 
sumption occurs  largely  at  private 
parties  by  70  percent  of  the  F^C 
students.  Approximately  41  per- 
cent claim  to  use  marijuana  at  pri- 
vate parties. 

Twelve  percent  of  the  students 
surveyed  reported  missing  more 
than  six  classes  in  the  last  year  as  a 
result  of  substance  use  and  around 
ten  percent  have  driven  a  car  under 
the  influence  of  a  substance  at  least 
six  times  in  the  last  year. 

Fifty- nine  percent  of  the 
Fitchburg  State  reqx)ndents  indi- 
cated that  they  had  a  family  mem- 
contpgl4 


Two  students  be- 
gin a  human  ser- 
vice program  Unk- 
ing FSC  and  tiie 
community. 

Story  on  page  5. 


Intramural  hockey  sea- 
son underway. 

Story  on  pagel6. 
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FSC  police  educates  McKay  pupils 


by  Audra  Johnson 
Staff  writer 

The  McKay  Campus  School 
was  awarded  a  $2,000  grant 
funded  by  the  United  States  De- 
partment of  Education  through 
the  Governors  Alliance  Against 
Drugs.  It  combines  drug  educa- 
tion and  anti-violence  programs 
during  this  school  year. 

Pattolman  Dan  Kimbal,  of  the 
Fitchburg  Campus  Police,  wrote 
the  grant  with  help  from  FSC's 
Grant  Center.  The  grant  was 
originally  petitioned  for  $10,000 
with  programs  geared  towards 
grades  one  through  six.  Since 
$2,000  was  given,  the  program 


was  scaled  down  applying  only 
to  grades  one  through  three. 

Most  of  the  funds  were  used  to 
buy  program  materials  and  pro- 
motional propaganda. 

The  five  week  program 
reaches  approximately  250  stu- 
dents from  diffwent  ethnic  and 
racial  backgrounds  around  the 
local  neighborhood. 

Kimbal  said,  "Many  of  the 
students  are  from  high-risk  fam- 
ily settings,"  reforing  to  violence 
and  drugs. 

Kimbal  and  Patrol  Officers 
Karen  Green  and  Rob 
Harrington  take  turns  meeting 
with  the  children  everyday  for 
five  weeks. 


Each  week  there  are  diffia-ent 
themes  presented  to  the  students 
through  boddets  that  deal  with 
dmgs  and  violence. 

The  first  week  dealt  with  the 
difference  between  real  life  vio- 
lence and  television  violence. 

Future  themes  include:  "Say 
No  to  Dmgs,'*What  Could  Hap- 
pen," which  explained  the  conse- 
quences of  doing  bad  things  to 
people  and  property,  "Drugs 
Make  You  Do  Bad  Things,"  and 
"Angry  Feelings  and  Making 
Smart  Choices." 

The  books  feature  three  child 
characters  who  face  dilemmas 
concerning  drugs  and  violence. 
The  students,  along  with  the  char- 


(Bmj  WhM<s  m^m'. 


by  Kris  Ruberti 
Staff  writer 

On  April  20,  in  Ellis  White 
Lecture  Hall,  Deborah  Gray 
White  spoke  at  the  lecture  entitled 
"The  Public  vs.  The  Private:  The 
Lives  of  Black  Women,  1896- 
1939." 

Gray  currently  teaches  African 
History  atRotgersUniversity.  She 
is  also  the  author  of  several  books 
including  'Too  Heavy  a  Load", 
whichis  whatshebasedher  lecture 
on. 

Acccffding  to  Gray,  women 
like  Margaret  Mary  Washington, 
Norma  Boyd  and  Charlotte 
Hawkins  Brown  tried  to  keep  their 
personal  lives  private.  "Black 
women  developed  a  cult  of  se- 


crecy," said  Gray. 

Charlotte  Hawkins  Brown 
had  "deep  insecurities  about  be- 
ing black,"  while  Norma  Boyd 
thought  that  a  light  mulatto's  role 
of  mediator  was  special. 

White  people  had  misconcep- 
tions of  black  people,  making  it 
uneasy  for  a  white  person  to  ac- 
cept a  black  person.  Black 
women  had  a  "profound  distrust 
ofwhites,"  said  Gray.  It  was  not 
unusual  for  light  skinned  black 
women  to  try  and  pass  them- 
selves off  as  white. 

"When  I  went  to  the  archives, 
I  did  not  find  very  much,"  Gray 
said.  "When  it  came  to  diaries 
and  letters,  they  wCTe  missing 
from  the  African  American 


women.  They  proved  very  reluc- 
tant to  any  material  that  may  reveal 
themselves." 

Women  like  Rosa  Parks  and 
Ida  B.Wells,  who  in  1884refiised 
to  be  moved  from  their  seats  on  a 
railroad  car,  were  strong  black 
women. 

Mary  Church  Turrell,  not  feel- 
ing any  guilt,  passed  for  a  white 
woman.  According  to  Gray,  "she 
traveled  as  a  white  woman  to  a 
place  where  she  was  going  to  give 
a  speech  about  black  women." 

It  was  not  unusual  for  black 
women  to  be  secretive  and  hide 
their  identities.  "Dealing  with  the 
white  woman  was  not  easy.  They 
had  to  put  on  an  artificial  £ace  for 
whites." 


SGA  under  new  management 


by  Jennifer  Scull 
Strobe  staff 

UndCT  the  new  leadashq)  of 
EdPuliafico.theStudentGovem- 
ment  Association  (SGA)  dis- 
played professionalism  and  order 
while  discussing  and  voting  on 
new  appointments  and  motions. 
Ed  Puliafico  appointed 
Carleen  Johnson,  a  Resident  As- 
sistant in  Russell  Towers,  as  the 
chairperson  of  the  Ftiysical  and 
Sexual  Awareness  Task  Force  on 
campus.  Feeling  very  strongly 
aboutthis  issue,  she  has  been  frus- 
trated with  the  lack  of  accom- 
plishment over  the  past  few  years 
of  this  task  force. 

"There  is  a  lot  that  I  want  to 
do,"  explains  Johnson.  "I  have 
already  talked  to differentorgani- 
zations  on  campus.  Some  of  the 
officers  (in  Public  Safety)  have 
expressed  a  strong  desire  to  give 
input  into  what  this  group  does. 
So  far  there  are  ample  students 
whoare interested  in  lending  their 
support" 
"One  of  my  main  goals  is  to  be 


abletotapintotheotherofficeson 
campus  andfcff  us  tobearesource 
to  the  other  personal  relations," 
Johnson  added  "I  would  like  to 
bringinalotofguestlecturersand 
do  a  lot  of  programming  and  re- 
ally get  the  education  out  there." 

Christopher  Bourdeau,  the 
SGA  Public  Information  Direc- 
tor, is  working  on  SGA  publicity 
measuresfornextsemester.  Hav- 
ing contacted  WXPL  and  The 
Strobe  through  the  mail,  his  goal 
is  to  "update  people  on  SGA  and 
to  get  more  interest  in  the  student 
body." 

WXPL  has  agreed  to  read 
weekly  reports  of  SGA  happen- 
ings as  public  service  announce- 
ments. Bourdeau  has  adced  The 
Strobe  if  he  could  submit  infor- 
mation for  a  weekly  column  or  to 
submit  the  column  himself. 

On  the  agenda  was  motion 
number  one  which  was  tabled 
before  the  changing  of  positions 
and  since  it  was  never  un  tabled,  it 
became  null  and  void.  Strong 
feelings  on  both  ends  brought 


Bourdeau  to  re-submit  this  mo- 
tion. Itreads:  'To  alter  the  bylaws 
to  read:  To  limit  the  terms  of  SGA 
council  members  to  the  amount  of 
semesters  in  their  academic  pro- 
gram." Christopher  Bourdeau, 
maker  of  this  motion,  said  that  "it 
was  meant  to  assure  that  council 
members  are  focused  on  graduat- 
ing in  the  amount  of  time  their 
fwogram  dictates." 

Erik  Zeliski,  SGA  Vice  Resi- 
dent, said  that  if  you  do  not  fiilfill 
all  of  your  classes  in  four  years  that 
"this  moticwi  would  prevent  the 
expaience  of  being  on  council 
your  fifUi  year."  Council  voted  on 
this  motion  and  it  was  denied 

The  Class  of  95  created  a  mo- 
tion to  accept  Brian  Fagan  as  a 
representative  for  their  class. 
Fagan  is  a  member  of  the  FSC 
hockey  team  and  is  Vice  President 
Elect  of  the  Associated  Builders 
and  Contractors  chapter  for  next 
year.  Votewasbysecretballotand 
he  was  unanimously  voted  in  to 
take  the  position  as  class  refwesen- 
tative. 


acters,  make  smart  choices  by 
learning  lessons,  rules  or  altema- 
,  lives. 

The  officers  use  interactive 
role  playing  with  the  students  so 
they  feel  comfortable  with  the 
characters  and  become  more  in- 
volved in  the  solutions. 

Kimbal,  Green  and 
Harrington  also  interject  com- 
munity policing  so  the  children 
can  see  a  police  official  up  close. 
"It  is  only  five  weeks  but  you 
build  a  bond  with  the  kids,"  says 
Kimbal. 

Mr.  Joe  Renda,  the  Vice  Prin- 
cipal of  the  McKay  Campus 
School,  is  also  actively  involved 
in  the  programs.  Renda  specifi- 


cally wanted  an  anti-violence 
program  because  it  specifically 
addresses  some  of  the  problems 
that  "any  elementary  school 
would  have,"  says  Kimbal. 

The  effect  of  the  program  can- 
not be  charted  but  Kimbal  hopes 
McKay'sendofthe  year  statistics 
on  incidents,  such  as  playground 
fights,  will  be  lower  than  last 
years. 

This  is  the  first  time  the 
Fitchburg  Campus  Police  have 
received  a  grant  fw  programs  at 
McKay.  Kimbal  is  hoping  to 
receive  more  fiindingnextyear  to 
continue  these  programs. 

"If  we  can  reach  just  one  kid  it 
would  be  great,"  says  Green. 


IbHsKelk  w^Mdon 


Meeting  cont  from  Pg  1 

about  advertisement  and  aware- 
ness of  campus  events.  He  finds 
that  larger  banners  prove  to  be 
more  effective  than  8  1/2  by  11 
sheets  of  p^)er.  Bourdeau  reacts 
to  the  lack  of  interest  of  students 
on  campus  by  stating  that  "it  is 
almost  as  if  you  need  an  an- 
nouncerslanding  outside  the  doOT 
of  an  event" 

Bourdeau,  a  resident  student 
also  discussed  the  need  for  differ- 
ent activities.  His  suggestions 
included  a  drive-in  movie  on  the 
quad  minus  the  cars,  less  orga- 
nized intramural  sports  and  a  par- 
ent/family weekend 

Alcohol  and  parties  wo^  also 
topics  of  interest  throughout  the 
meeting.  Kelly  Garrett  the  Resi- 
dence Director  of  Aubuchon 
Hall ,  feels  that  "events  we  have  on 
campus  are  mostly  non-alcoholic 


phoco  by  AnoB  I}umart 

and  if  they  are,  they  are  only  fc* 
of-age  people.  Studentsaremore 
drawn  to  clubs  or  parties  where 
they  can  drink." 

Ann  Coyne,  Associate  Vice 
President  of  Student  Affairs,  is 
interested  in  reaching  out  to  those 
students  who  do  not  go  out  all  of 
the  time. 

Transporting  students  to  and 
from  the  train  station,  hockey 
games  and  the  Searstown  mall 
and  cinemas,  the  FSC  Shuttle  van 
has  proven  to  be  a  positive  addi- 
tion to  the  campus.  According  to 
Reb  Rebillard  from  the  Campus 
Center,  about  400  passengCTS 
boarded  the  shuttle  van  in  the 
month  of  March. 

Other  topics  discussed 
throughout  the  meeting  were  in- 
tramural activities,  the  campus 
post  office,  advertising  and  in- 
volvement in  student  activities 
and  organizations. 


Correction: 

The  Panel  on  Toni  Morrison  included  three  members  of  the  English 
department  not  four  as  the  article  suggested  The  article  also 
omitted  the  name  of  Professor  Sibyl  Brownlee  of  the  Social 
Science  department  who  concluded  and  summed  up  the  panel 
statements. 
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FSC  to  award  honorary  degrees 


FSC  press  rdease 

NigCTian  novelist  Chinua 
Achebe,  author  of'^Things  Fall 
Apart,"  and  Toshimasa  Francis 
Wada,  music  directorof  theThayer 
Symphony  Orchestra,  will  be 
awarded  honorary  degrees  as  part 
of  Fitchburg  State  College's  98th 
commencement  exercises  May  28. 

Achebe  is  oie  of  the  most  influ- 
ential African  intellectuals  of  the 
20th  century."  Things  Fall  Apart," 
writtai  when  he  was  28,  is  the  most 
widely  taught  African  novel.  It  has 
sold  more  than  8  million  ccpies  and 
been  translated  into  mcH°e  than  50 
languages. 

The  authw  of  four  other  noveK 
Achebe  has  also  written  shot  sto- 
ries, essays  and  children's  books. 
His  volume  of  poetry  on  the 
Biafran  War,  Beware  Soul  Brother 
and  other  poems,"  wai  the  first 
Commonwealth  Poetry  Prize  in 
1972.  IfcisthefoundCTofOkike: 
An  African  Journal  of  New  Writ- 
ing, published  at  the  University  of 
Nigeria. 

Achebe  was  raised  in  a  Christian 
evangelical  family  in  the  village  of 
Ogidi,  in  Eastern  Nigeria.  After 
graduating  from  the  University  of 
Ivadan  in  1953  he  went  to  work  ior 
the  Nigerian  Broadcasting  Ccxpo- 
ration.  He  left  his  homeland  fol- 
lowing the  national  upheaval  and 
massacres  that  led  to  the  Biaftan 
War. 

His  career  as  a  university  paofes- 
SOTbeganin  1966attheUniversity 
of  Nigeria,  Nsukka.  He  has  also 


Chinua  Achebe 

taught  at  the  University  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  the  Univasity  of 
ConnecticuL  He  has  held  visit- 
ing professOTships  ata  number  of 
colleges  and  universities,  and  is 
cuTToitly  Charies  P.  Stevenscm 
Professor  of  LiiMaturc  at  Bard 
College. 

A  recipient  of  Nig^ia's  high- 
est award  for  intellectual 
achievement,  Achebe  has  re- 
ceived honcKS  from  throughout 
the  world,  including  mcHie  than 
20hon(MarydocttMates.  Heisan 
hfflKMary  fellow  of  the  Amwican 
Academy  and  Institute  of  Arts 
andLetlers,afellowoftheRoyal 


Society  of  Litaatxire  in  Lcxidai 
and  Neil  Gunn  FeUow  of  the 
Scottish  Arts  Council 

Toshimasa  Wada  has  been 
music  director  and  ccHiducto-  of 
the  ThayCTSymjAony  Orchestra 
since  1983. 

A  native  of  Kirya,  Japan,  he 
studies  music  at  an  eariy  age.  In 
1965  hecametotheUnitedStates 
to  pursue  musical  studies  at  The 
Catholic  UnivCTsity  in  Washing- 
ton, D.C.,  and  was  accepted  as  a 
tmmpetplayerwith  the  Annapo- 
lis Symphony  Orchestra.  He  was 
the  third  person  to  receive  a  mas- 
terof  music  degree  in  ccMiducting 


Toshimasa  Francis  Wada 

from  Catholic  University. 

Wada  was  chosen  to  study  with 
Maestro  Habat  Blonstedt,  who 
invited  him  to  tour  with  the 
Dresden  Staatsk^)elle  in  1983. 

Wada  was  also  invited  to  be- 
ccxne  director  of  the  Holy  Cross 
Chamber  Orchestra  and  the  Holy 
Cross  ChambCT  Hayers,  whose 
performance  can  be  heard  on 
Neuma  compact  disks. 

Wada  was  the  founding  can- 
doctor  of  the  Great  Plains  ConcCTt 
Band  in  Lincoln,  Netxaska,  and 
the  WcKcester  Youth  SymphOTy 
Orchestra.  He  has  been  a  regular 
guest  conducts  with  the  Worces- 


ter Orchestra  as  part  of  the 
Wacesta-  County  Music  Festi- 
val He^jpearedin  1991  asguest 
conducts  fw  Union  Collie's 
Cwitennial  Concert  with  theNe- 
tnaska  Chamb^  Orchestra. 

In  addition  to  conducting, 
Wadaisactiveas  an  educator  and 
clinician  on  the  junior  high 
school  high  school  and  college 
levels.  HesCTvesonthefricultyof 
die  Music  Depaitment  at  Atlan- 
tic Union  College,  whrae  his  re- 
spcHisibilities  include  teaching, 
conducting  and  compute  music 
classes.  He  is  also  directed  of  the 
AUC  Chamber  Orchestra. 


Mdnti  ffQ(D(DDr 
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byMarkLeBlanc 
Contributing  writer 

Ever  try  to  sneak  past  Mom  and 
Dad'srocMnafteranextended  night 
on  the  town,softly  taking  each  step, 
only  to  have  the  floor  belch  out  a 
h«rific,  sleqvabrupting  squeak? 

In  a  lecture  sponswed  by  FSC's 
Associated  Builders  and  Contrac- 
tors chapter,  John  Carpenter,  a 
technical  represaitalive  from  Trus 
Joist  MacMillan  Cb.,  ^x*e  about 
their  engineered  wood  product 
line,  including  the  "Silent  Floor 
System",  on  Apil  MintheConlai 
Arts  Building. 

Advertised  nationally,  the  "Si- 
lent Root"  structural  system  is 
guaranteed  never  to  squeak  fa*  as 
IcKig  as  the  house  is  standing.  This 
ispossible.Caipenter  said,  because 
ofTrusJoistMacNfillan'spatented 
TJI  flocff  joist  technology  which 
has  increased  structural  and  eco- 
nomic efficiency. 


CarpentCT  explained  that  the 
wood  used  is  new  growth  wood 
fiber,  which  is  rearranged  to 
maximize  the  fibers  strength. 
This  consistent,  engineered 
wood  jsoduct  will  over  time  ex- 
pand less  and  hold  mcxe  weight 
This  consistaicy  leads  to  less 
problem  areas  in  which  squeaks 
can  occur,  and  in  the  lOTg  run,  a 
flattCT  floor. 

Carpenter  also  described  Trus 
Joist  MacMillan's  othCT  pod- 
ucts  including  their  Micro-Lam 
laminated  lumber.  Timber 
StrandLSLrimboards,aswellas 
Parallam  parallel  strand  lumb^ 
beams,  headers,  columns  and 
posts. 

The  speech  concluded  with  a 
"how  to"  video  for  their  prod- 
ucts, showcasing  easeof  use  and 
Trus  Joist  MacMillan's  exten- 
sive customer  (xiented  sovice 
ixogram. 


John  Carpenter  displays  a  section  of  the  silent  floor. 
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Islanders  bring  Caribbean  culture 


by  Mary  Falcone 
Strobe  staff 

Is  the  city  of  Fitchburg  more 
exciting  than  Washington  D.C.I 
The  members  of  the  "de  Village 
Community  Club,"  a  youth 
group  fiiom  Basseterre,  Sl  Kitts, 
seemed  to  think  so.  Infact,lhey 
wanted  to  cut  their  trip  to  Wash- 
ington short  so  they  could  come 
back  and  spend  more  time  in 
Fitchburg. 

A  Caribbean  Night  was  held 
in  the  Campus  Center  Pub  as  a 
type  of  bon  voyage  party. 
Reggae  music  and  dancing  were 
intermingled  with  poems  and 
speeches.  This  provided  one  last 
night  of  fun  before  the  group 
departed  for  Washington  D.C. 
and  Pennsylvania  on  April  14. 

Five  citizens  of  Sl  Kitts,  a 
small  island  nation  in  the  Carib- 
bean, visited  Fitchburg  as  part  of 
the  Caribbean  Exchange  Pro- 
gram. During  their  trip  to  the 
States,  they  also  explored  Wash- 
ington D.C.  and  Pennsylvania. 
While  in  Fitchburg,  the  two  men 
stayed  with  Dr.  Charles  Hetzel, 


coordinator  of  the  Caribbean  Cul- 
ture Class  and  Exchange  Pro- 
gram .  The  three  women  lodged  at 
the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amico, 
parents  of  Kelly  Amico  who  is  a 
student  here  at  FSC  and  who  is  in 
Sl  Kitts  presently  as  part  of  the 
exchange  program. 

The  five  were  able  to  raise 
enough  money  and  were  cleared 
by  the  American  Embassy  in  Bar- 
bados. The  youth  group  is  com- 
posed of  many  members  who 
have  taken  numerous  FSC  ex- 
change students  under  their  wings 
and  made  them  feel  at  home  dur- 
ing their  stay  in  Sl  Kitts.  "They've 
welcomed  us  in  the  pasL"  said 
Hetzel.  'It'sourtumtoshowthem 
a  bit  of  our  culture." 

Donle  Gnsaux,  president  of  the 
"de  Village  Community  Club," 
and  the  four  other  Sl  Kitts  repre- 
sentatives spoke  to  Hetzel's 
classes  about  their  lifestyles  in  Sl 
Kitts.  A  video  was  shown  of  the 
island  and  students  were  given  a 
chance  to  ask  questions.  The  stu- 
dents were  not  the  only  ones  who 
asked  questions.  The  visitors 
were  very  curious  about  Ameri- 


Sl  Kitts  guests  visit  with  FSC  Professor  John  Gaumond. 


can  culture  as  well. 

Before  the  group  left  Fitchburg 
to  embark  on  their  journey  to 
Washington  D.C,  they  spoke  at 
some  local  area  elementary 
schools.  Among  them  was 
Fitchburg'sown  McKay  Campus 


School  and  The  Fisher  Hill 
School  located  in  Orange. 

"Their  society  is  more  laid 
back,"  said  Valerie  Walsh,  a  stu- 
dentinHetzel'sclass.  "It'snotas 
strictly  scheduled  as  it  is  here." 
According  to  Greaux,  life  in  Sl 


Kitts  is  more  slow-paced  than  in 
the  States.  They  are  not  overly 
concerned  with  time.  Hetzel,  who 
has  spent  timeon  the  island,  said,  "I 
no  longer  feel  guilty  if  I'm  driving 
down  the  highway  at  7:15  and  I 
was  supposed  to  be  at  a  meeting  at 

7;(X)  " 
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by  Dr.  Charles  Hetzel 
Contributing  writer 

Kelly  Amico  fell  in  love  with 
Sandy  Point  Primary  School  in 
Sandy  Point  Sl  Kitts  on  her  first 
visit  to  the  island  as  part  of  the 
Caribbean  Culture  Class. 

She  will  soon  complete  a  five 
month  internship  as  FSC's  first 
international  Caribbean  Ex- 
change student  which  is  part  of 
the  new  International  Studies 
Program. 

While  in  SL  Kitts,  Amico  has 
lived  in  Sandy  PoinL  This  town 

consists  of  4,000 peopleand  is 
located  on  the  island  of  Sl  Kitts. 
The  tiny  Caribbean  nation  is 
locatedSoutheastofPuertoRico 
and  the  Virgin  Islands. 

Amico  reports  that  she  would 
recommend  the  experience  to 
any  mature  studenL  The  people 


of  Sl  Kitts  have  reportedly  been 
warm  and  wonderful.  According 
to  Amico,  the  Sl  Kitts  college 
students  talk  more  in  class,  and  the 
professors  allow  more  argumenL 
disagreemenLand discussion  than 
shefindsatFSC.  "Well,  the  whole 
culture  is  talkative,"  said  Amico. 
"Communication  is  evaything." 

'The  one  thing  that  I  still  refuse 
to  do  is  use  the  strap  on  the  kids," 
said  Amico.  "I  had  to  call  in 
Mistress  Grischard  to  help  disci- 
pline some  children  and  I  felt  like 
crying  when  they  each  got  licks." 

Amico  hopes  for  the  chance  to 
return  to  SL  Kitts.  She  says  that 
they  really  work  the  college  stu- 
dents hard  at  the  College  of  Fur- 
ther Education,  where  she  has 
been  taking  Caribbean  Social 
Studies. 

The  rest  of  the  program  in- 
cludes a  Caribbean  Literature  In- 


dependoit  Study  which  involves 
reading  Caribbean  novels,  dis- 
cussing the  content  with  the  local 
Caribbean  people,  and  then  re- 
porting back  to  Dr.  Hetzel  in  writ- 
ten reports. 

She  will  be  landing  the  re- 
mainderof  hervisit  withPriiKipal 
Mistress  Grischard  and  teacher 
Mrs.  Wiltshire's  second  grade 
class  at  Sandy  Point  Primary.  "I 
still  love  the  children  and  love  the 
school,"  said  Amico.  'This  has 
made  me  a  betto"  teacher  and  a 
better  person.  I  will  continue  to 
study  cultural  issues  as  they  relate 
lo  U.S.  education." 

Amico  returns  to  FSC  May  5th, 
and  she  will  share  her  experience 
vwth  all  who  will  listen.  'This  was 
an  experience  of  a  lifetime,"  said 
Amico.  Because  of  this  great  ex- 
perience, Amico's  parents  are 
planning  on  retiring  on  the  island. 


Kelly  Amico  and  Principal  Marilyn  Guischaid  pose  outside  Sandy  Point  Primary 


School,  Sl  Kitts. 

For  more  information  on  the 
Cairibean  Culture  Class,  Semi- 
nar in  Sl  Kitts,  or  Exchange 
Program  contact  Christina  Sosa 


in  International  Programs  or 
Charles  Hetzel  in  Education.  The 
introductory  class  is  beingoffered 
this  fall. 


Walk  to  benefit  AIDS  patients 


by  Randy  Miner 
Staff  writer 


"Silence  equals  death"  accord- 
ing to  Barry  Ansin,  the  spokesper- 
son for  the  1994  AIDS  Benefit 
Walk. 

As  founder  of  Common  Sensi- 
tivity in  Leominster,  Ansin  has 
strong  feelings  about  ending  the 
silence  about  AIDS  in  our  society. 


By  taking  the  AIDS  Benefit  Walk 
to  the  main  streets  more  funds  will 
be  produced  as  awareness  is  in- 
creased. 

According  to  Ansin,  the  five 
mile  walk  is  "an  easy  opportunity 
for  peqjle  to  step  forward  and 
break  the  silence  in  our  commu- 
nity." 

Since  the  walk  began  four 
years  ago  with  only  twenty-three 
participants,  it  has  grown  drasti- 


cally. Last  year  totaled  about  500 
walkers  with  over  $26,000  raised. 
Ansin  anticipates  thousands  of 
participants  tohelpcocxdinate  and 
participate  this  year.  There  will 
even  be  as,  Ansin  calls  it,  "A  walk- 
ing symphony  orchestra." 

With  the  money  raised,  90  per- 
cent of  it  goes  to  the  HTV  patients 
within  the  Worcester 
County.Such  benefits  could  in- 
clude food,  money  fw  rent,  or 


more  importantly,health  care. 
The  remaining  10  pocent  will 
go  to  AIDS  research. 

This  year  Ansin  is  working 
closely  with  SGA  here  at 
Fitchburg  State.  Together  they 
areencouragingstudentstosup- 
portthecause.  Ansin  says,  "Ac- 
tion comes  ftom  concern  and 
this  is  theopportunity  to  express 
iL  It"sverysimple,andmakesa 
huge  difference!" 


This  year's  Benefit  Walk  is 
scheduled  for  September  25,1994, 
beginning  at  Coolidge  Park  in 
Fitehburg  and  ending  at  Doyle 
Field  in  Leominster. 

Numerous  positions  are 
available.Handing  out  flyers 
around  campus,  being  a  musician 
in  the  walking  band,  or  just  being 
one  of  the  hundreds  walking.  For 
information  or  to  sign  up  fcwpledge 
sheets,  caU840-HOPE. 
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Students  "Bridge  the  Gap"  with  community 


by  Kristi  Widbeig 
Strobe  staff 

Peter  CardiUo  balances  the 
challenges  of  being  a  human  ser- 
vices major  with  playing  pool. 

However,  his  partner  is  not  a 
college  student,  but  a  local  youth 
paired  with  Cardillo  through  the 
"Bridging  the  Gap"  program. 

"Most  of  our  time  is  focused 
on  having  a  good  time,"  says 
Cardillo  about  his  activities  with 
his  teen.  "His  eyes  light  up  when 
he  sees  me  and  that  feels 
good.J'll  miss  him  when  it's 
time  to  say  goodbye."  He  added 
that  they  often  play  pool  in  the 
FSC  game  room. 

"Bridging  the  Gap"  imple- 
mented on  February  1,  1994, 
pairs  FSC  students  with  teens  in 
LUK,an  agency  that  aids  teenag- 
ers who  have  been  taken  out  of 
their  homes  because  of  abusive 
or  neglectfiil  parents. 

According  to  the  program 
manual,  the  goal  of  "Bridging  the 
gap"  is  "to  provide  adolescents 
fixxn  LUK  Inc.  with  a  supportive 
relationship  involving  Filchburg 
State  College  students  in  which 
they  can  explore  dreams,  aspira- 
tions, and  bairiers." 

Cardillo  and  Melissa  Petrillo, 
FSC  Human  Services  majors, 
and  Justina  Virgilio,  Program 
DirectoratLUK,  created,  coordi- 
nated, and  implemented  the  pro- 
gram this  semester.  "It'slikeabig 
brother,  big  sister  program ,"  says 
Cardillo.  "That's  their  name  le- 


gally. We  call  ours  'Teens  and 
Volunteers'." 

"Bridging  the  Gap"  allows 
FSC  student  volunteas  to  be  role 
models  and  provide  friendship  to 
teens  14  to  18  years  old.  The 
program  is  a  "step  towards  nor- 
malization," according  to  Petrillo. 
Petrillo  adds  that  the  teens  are 
always  doing  things  in  groups  at 
their  program,  but  this  gives  them 
"a  chance  to  have  a  normal  part  of 
life  outside  of  a  program." 

Students  as  well  as  teens  must 
fill  out  a  questionnaire  in  order  to 
be  paired  up.  The  pairs  are  female 
to  female  and  male  to  male.  Stu- 
dents and  teens  are  matched  up 
according  to  their  compatibility 
on  their  questionnaires. 

Students  volunteer  one  to  three 
hours  a  week  for  the  duration  of 
one  semester  to  "Bridging  the 
Gap".  They  must  attend  a  1  to  11/ 
2  hour  training  session  in  which 
they  are  educated  about  LUK  and 
situations  that  might  arise  during 
their  service.  Human  Services 
policies  such  as  mandated  report- 
ing and  confidentiality  are  also 
discussed  at  this  training  session. 
The  main  office  of  LUK  is 
located  on  Day  Street  in 
Filchburg.  Other  residential 
homes  incorporated  into  the  LUK 
program  are  also  within  walking 
distance  of  FSC.  These  residential 
homes  provide  shelter  for  the 
teens  and  are  monitored  24  hours 
by  primary  care  givers.  As  LUK's 
Statement  of  Purpose  says,  "each 
client  is  encouraged  to  develop 


andiealizepersonallifegoalsboth 
IcHig  and  short  term." 

"The  bottom  line  is  that  there 
are  kids  whodon'thave  bigbroth- 
ersorsistersandwantthem,"  says 
Cardillo.  The  FSC  students  pro- 
vide these  teens  with  support  in 
their  reach  for  normal  lives. 
"'Bridging  the  Gap'  empowers 
teens  to gooutinto  thecommunity 
to  live  fiilly  ftinctional  lives  de- 
spite their  backgrounds." 

Petrillo  stresses  that  students 
have  to  be  committed  if  they  vol- 
unteer in  this  program.  "The  vol- 
unteers we've  had  this  semester 
have  put  so  much  time  and  effort 
into  their  woric,"  she  says. 

The  activities  that  the  pairs  of 
students  and  teens  participate  in 
areuptothem.Thepairsmusttake 
into  consideration  the  costs  for 
what  they  plan  to  do  because  they 
must  be  responsible  for  all  costs 
involved.  Presendy,  "Bridging 
the  Gap"  is  not  funded. 

Petrillo  and  Cardillo  in  con- 
junction with  LUK  plan  to  write  a 
grant  this  summer  in  order  to  ob- 
tain funding  for  "Bridging  the 
Gap".  Once  the  grant  is  written, 
they  plan  to  approach  different 
organizations  who  are  intCTested 
in  funding  a  program  such  as  this 
one. 

With  this  program,  Petrillo  and 
Cardillo  hope  to  help  "bridge  the 
gap"  between  the  school  and  the 
community  as  well  as  between 
students  and  teens  who  need  help. 
Petrillo  feels  that  the  program  is  a 
rewarding  learning  experience 


Peter  Cardillo  and  Melissa  Petrillo 

which  "helps  you  grow  as  a  per- 
son". She  adds  that  "it  feels  good 
to  give  something  back  to  the 
community  in  which  we  live." 

"It's  a  good  experience  for 
all,"  says  CardiUo.  "There  are  a 
lot  of  students  who  are  not  Hu- 
man Services  majors  who  have 
gotten  a  lot  out  of  this.  The  kids 
are  touched  by  the  volunteers  in 
the  program."  The  volunteers 
provide  individual  support  and 
attention  as  well  as  a  good  role 
model  to  the  teens  when  they 
need  it 


photo  by  Kiisti  Widberg 

The  money  obtained 
through  a  possible  grant  will  go 
into  the  Human  Services  Club 
treasury  who  will  take  over  the 
program  in  the  fall.  For  those 
interested  in  obtaining  more  in- 
formation about  the  program  or 
who  are  interested  in  volunteer- 
ing, please  attend  the  Human  Ser- 
vice Club  meetings  on  Mondays 
at  10:30  in  Po-cival  (PI).  For 
those  who  cannot  attend,  write  to 
the  Human  Services  Club,  Box 
#6753,  Campus  MaU. 


FSC  ir(i^2(iw^  ^mcDteSons  mir 


by  Mary  Sperazzo 
Staff  writer 

Studoits  sit  casually,  inhaling 
their  cigarettes  in  the  Commuter 
Cafeteria  in  die  Hammond 
building  at  FSC. 

There  are  still  designated 
smoking  areas  for  students  and 
faculty.  Proposals,  however, 
have  been  written  to  review  the 
smoking  areas  at  the  college. 

Acccxding  to  Dr.  Tod  Slone, 
Chairman  of  the  Long  Range 
PlanningCommittee.aproposal 
was  written  to  the  All  College 
Canmittee(ACQbyDr.  Harry 
Semetjian.  The  proposal  re- 
questsareviewofsmokingateas 
in  halls,  corridors  and  spaces 
adjacent  or  contiguous  to  class- 
rooms and  offices. 

Semerjian's  argument  is  that 
second  hand  smoke  is  hazardous 
to  one's  health  and  atFSC  there 


An  FSC  studoit  sits  in  the  Smoking  section  of  the  Commuter  Cafeteria. 


are  designated  smoking  areas  that 
are  close  to  offices  and  class- 
rooms. This  makes  uscts  of  these 
offices  and  classrooms  subject  to 
an  intenseconcentration  of  second 


hand  smoke. 

According  to  Ed  PuUafaco, 
PnesidentofSGA,  the  Leominster 
TobaccoCommissionrecentlyre- 


photo  by  Aimie  Dumoni 

ceived  complaints  about  smok- 
ing in  non-smoking  areas  of  the 
campuspub.  Aninspectionofthe 
pub  showed  that  FSC  was  not  in 


any  violation  of  their  responsibil- 
ity of  providing  smoking  areas. 

A  memorandum  dated  1-21- 
93  stated  that  Worcester  State 
College  would  go  smoke-free  on 
June  1, 1993.  Smoking  is  prohib- 
ited in  all  building  and  offices  on 
campus.  The  college  offered  the 
studaits  that  did  smoke  the  oppor- 
tunity to  be  involved  in  college- 
supportedsmokingcessation  pro- 
grams on  campus. 

In  order  to  obtain  a  more  accu- 
rate number  of  the  smoking  and 
non-smoking  population  at  FSC, 
a  survey  may  be  available  by  reg- 
istration time  in  November.  This 
could  also  afford  the  opportunity 
for  students  to  state  their  views  of 
whether  smoking  areas  should  be 
banned  altogether. 

More  discussions  will  take 
place  todayat  3:30attheACC 
meeting. 


ScxaalSecimty  Claims  Represeritative.Assistpeopleinapplyingforberiefits.  Position 
available  in  Filchburg.  Must  be  citizen.  Bachelor's  dgree  with  3.45  GPA  or  top  10% 
of  class,  bilingual  (English/Spanish)  helpful.  Exam  available  for  those  without  3.45 
GPA.  Salary:  $23,960  to  start  with  growth  potential.  Deadline;  May  27, 1994.  Contact 
Mr.  Ronald  Grzelak,  Social  Security  Administration,  Fitchburg  at  508-345-0325  fcx" 
further  information. 
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APARTMENT:  modem  two  bedroom,  microwave,  stove, 
cable,rpeting,  washer/dryer  connections,  walking  distance  fix)m 
college,  backyard  for  sunning,  parking,  $420/iiK)nLh  plus  utili- 
ties, caU  343-70:4. 
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Disconnecting  your  phofte  service 
has  never  been  easier. 


Now  there's  an  easy  way  to  disconnect 
your  phone  service.  It's  automated,  and 
you  can  do  it  from  a  touch-tone  phone 
anywhere  in  the  NYNEX  area.  To  place 
an  order  to  disconnect  your  service  just  call 
1 800  244-3737  7  a.m.  to  8  p.m.  weekdays, 
and  8  am.  to  5  p.m.  on  Saturdays. 

Here's  how  it  works.  After  you  call,  you'll 
be  asked  to  enter  your  telephone  number 
and  customer  code.  This  code  is  the  three-digit 
number  that  appears  after  your  telephone 


number  on  the  Summary  of  Account  page  of 
your  bill.  Without  this  code  the  transaction 
can't  be  completed. 

If  you  use  this  system,  your  final  bill  will 
be  sent  to  your  existing  billing  address. 
So  remember  to  file  a  change  of  address  card 
with  the  post  office. 

Call  1  800  244-3737.  We'll  be  happy  to 
disconnect  you. 
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Call  now.  Or  get  stuck  in 
the  rush  to  disconnect  you^*  phone 


Now  there's  an  easy  way  to  disconnect 
your  phone  service.  It's  automated,  and 
you  can  do  it  from  a  touch-tone  phone 
anywhere  in  the  NYNEX  area.  To  place 
an  order  to  disconnect  your  service  just  call 
1  800  244-3737  7  a.m.  to  8  p.m.  weekdays, 
and  8  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  on  Samrdays. 

Here's  how  it  works.  After  you  call,  you'll 
be  asked  to  enter  your  telephone  number 
and  customer  code.  This  code  is  the  three-digit 
number  that  appears  after  your  telephone 


number  on  the  Summary  of  Account  page  of 
your  bill.  Without  this  code  the  transaction 
can't  be  completed. 

If  you  use  this  system,  your  final  bill  will 
be  sent  to  your  existing  billing  address. 
So  remember  to  file  a  change  of  address  card 
with  the  post  office. 

Call  1  800  244-3737.  We'll  be  happy  to 
disconnect  you. 
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From  The  Editor's  Desk,.. 


This  is  it  This  is  the  last  time  I'll 
do  it  I  promise. 

No,  it's  not  the  last  time  I'll  write 
this  column  (sorry!)  ot  the  last  se- 
mestCT  that  I'll  be  Editor-in-Chief, 
but  it  is  the  last  issue  of  The  Strobe 
for  the  semester. 

This  last  issue  brings  a  lot  of 
mixedfeelings:relief,anxiety,hap- 
piness,  and  a  heck  of  a  lot  less  to 
worry  about  The  semester  has 
been  a  long  CHie  for  most  if  not  all  of 
us  here  on  The  Strobe  staff .  Forme, 
the  semester  consisted  of  bugging 
editcMS  and  writCTS  fcff  their  stcaies, 
trying  to  meet  deadlines,  and  trying 
not  to  fifeak  out  when  things  didn'  t 
go  too  well.  Mwe  Cff  less,  I  made  it 
through  the  semester  and  now  lode 
fcyward  to  a  long  summ^  vacation 
ahead  of  me. 

I'd  like  to  thank  the  staff  of  The 
Strobe  fw  putting  up  with  me  dur- 
ing the  rough  times  when  things 
were  a  little  messy.  I'd  also  like  to 
thank  the  college  community  fw 
reading  and  lespcmding  to  the  ar- 
ticles we  have  published.  It'sbeena 
long  journey,  but  in  itself  a  reward- 
ing journey,  the  kind  your  mom 
tells  you  you  will  laugh  about 


someday.  (I  cmly  wondCT  how 
many  years  that  will  be  for  me.) 

Thoe  are  a  few  valuable  lessons 
that  I've  learned  irom  bdng  in 
charge  of  the  campus  newspapCT. 
The  first  is  that  the  entire  staff  is  a 
team  and  it  takes  a  lot  of  patience 
and  effort  by  all  membas  of  that 
team  to  keep  it  going.  As  I've  said 
befrae,  there  were  times  when 
there  were  stories  missing  cff  none 
at  ail,  but  things  worked  out  in  the 
end.  The  team  pulled  together  and 
produced  a  paper  of  which  the 
college  can  be  proud. 

There  is  also  the  lessoi  of  being 
a  good  editor.  You' ve  got  to  know 
what  your  own  limits  are  and  what 
the  potential  of  your  staff  is. 
You've  got  to  set  goals  fcM-yourself 
as  well  as  for  your  staff.  Because 
this  was  my  first  semester  as  Edi- 
tor-in-Chief, I  did  not  see  this  so 
clearly  at  first,  but,  believe  me,  I 
learned  really  quick.  I  learned  that 
others  have  limits  as  well  and  that 
there  were  different  levels  of  com- 
mitmentgivenbydifferentpeople. 

Perhaps  the  most  impcHlant  les- 
son I  learned  was  how  to  deal  with 


jKoblems,  in  the  forms  of  articles, 
photos  and  pec^le.  Trying  to  fill  a 
paper  with  good  articles  and  adv^- 
tisingisnotaseasyasitmay^qiear. 
It  takes  a  lot  of  time,  patience,  and 
effortlitakesalotofimaginaticHito 
fill  white  space  with  nK)re  than  a 
few  cartoons.  It  also  takes  an  easy- 
going {xoduction  pa:son  and  a  fiin 
cxq)yeditingdepartmenttt)keq)my 
sense  of  humor  intact 

I'm  not  trying  to  craivince  you 
that  The  Strobe  is  the  best  college 
new^p^)CT  around;  you  can  make 
your  own  decision.  HowevCT,  it  is  a 
good  newspapCT.I'mmaely  trying 
to  show  you  that  the  staff  of  The 
Strobe  works  hard  to  bing  you  a 
solid  newspaper  each  wedc.  The 
staff  this  semester  has  been  a  good 
group  to  work  with  andlthankeach 
(Mie  of  them  fcH"  their  ccmtributions. 

For  the  college  community,  if 
anyone  has  suggestions  to  improve 
The  Strobe  ot  wishes  to  become 
more  involved  in  journalism, 
please  write  to  "The  Strobe  box 
#6705  or  stq)  me  ot  any  other 
member  of  the  staff.  We'd  love  fOT 
you  to  become  part  of  our  team! 


Thursday: 


by  Eric  Julius  Magiera 
Contributing  writer 

"raise  the  window,  listen  to  the 
lain...  smell  the  rain,  it's  in  the  air 
likesweetpafiime"-EdieBrickell 

Those  who  know  me  firxl  that  I 
have  the  tendency  to  answo"  ques- 
tions with  the  wotxI 'Thursday".  I 
do  ttiis  because  my  father  once 
taught  me  a  valuable  lessOTi,  one  I 
shall  nevCT  forget  Any  question  I 
had,  he  would  answer  with  the 
word 'Thursday".  AftCTStqjping 
to  pause  for  a  moment  in  question, 
I  would  restate  my  question  and 
receive  the  answer  I  was  looking 
fOT,  OT  at  least  one  I  believed.  After 
about  seventeen  years  ot  so,  I  fi- 
nally figured  out  what  it  was  he 
meant 

I  often  get  asked  the  hidden 
meaning  of  the  wOTd,  and  my  reply 
is  (ton't  think  about  it,  and  it  will 
come  to  yoa  What  usually  hap- 
pens is  that  person  would  walk 


away  thinking  about  whati  just  said 
arxl  be  puzzled  even  ma«.  Life  is 
confusingenough;don'taddtoitby 
COTifusing  yourself. 

My  father  taught  me  that  we  all 
needed  to  just  stop,  slow  down  to  a 
halt  even  fOT  just  a  few  secOTids, 
andletourmindscatchuptotherest 
of  the  worid.  It's  surpmsing  just 
how  relaxed  one  can  become. 
Don't  sit  there  and  say  you  don't 
have  the  time  to  stop  and  relax, 
becausein  the  sameamountof  time 
it  takes  to  say  "I  can't  believe  how 
much  s**t  I  have  to  getdonebefore 
tomorrow",  you  could  have 
stcqjped,  cbsed  your  eyes,  seised 
the  air  about  you  and  let  the  tension 
flow  outward  in  an  eruption  of  vo- 
ciferatiOTi. 

Too  much  of  the  wOTld's  firustra- 
tion  comes  fixMn  peqjle  who  arc 
c^)able  of  this,  but  allow  them- 
selves to  be  fooled  into  that  Just 
keep  your  feet  firmly  rooted  in  the 
soil,  yet  allow  your  mind  to  soar 
fi-eely  in  the  heavens  above. 


Letter  to  the  Editor 


To  the  EditOT: 

Though  I  certainly  felt  honraed 
to  be  OTi  page  one  as  one  of  the 
participants  in  the  recent  debate  on 
admission  standardsCThe  Strobe, 
i^riil  13, 1994),  I  do  want  to  put  in 
a  slight  rejoinder  about  being  mis- 
quoted. 

I  did  nOT  "equivocate"  an  FSC 
degree  with  a  high  school  diploma. 
Such  a  view  (besides  misusing  the 
verb  "equivocate":  I  "avoied";  I 
did  not  "equivocate")  is  absurd. 
What  I  said  was  that  many  observ- 
ers (among  them  Arthur 
SchllsingCT,  Jr.  of  Harvard)  have 


opined  that  today's  BA  degree  is 
the  equivalent  of  a  high  school  di- 
plomathirtyyearsago.  Certainly.a 
much  less  nonsensical  obsavation, 
and  OTie  that  I  stand  by. 

I  admire  many  students  at  FSC, 
buti  standby  my  sense  (buttressed 
by  GPA  and  experience)  that  the 
general  standards  (knowledge  and 
skil'is)  have  fallen  off  COTisistendy 
in  the  last  four  years.  We  can 
change  that  around. 

Best  always. 
Bill  Keough 
English  I>q)arlment 


HJtlaMs®  j(^mT  Dr(s^(DimDr(£ 


by  Eric  Jackel 
Strobe  staff 

For  the  last  time,  I  peck  and  poke 
at  the  lettCTS  of  this  rickety  old  key- 
board. ThelastStrobeisue,mylast 
semester,  my  days  at  Fitchburg 
State  College  dwindling  more 
quickly  than  I  can  count  them.  It  is 
with  mixed  emotions  that  I  stare  at 
this  mOTiitOT  (which  I  usually  can- 
nOT  stand  the  sight  of)  this  evdiing. 

I  tried  to  think  of  some  way  to  go 
out  with  an  inspiring  and  prophetic 
message  to  those  of  you  who  actu- 
ally read  this  paper  fOT  what  it  is 
worth  ("No  Personals  again!! 
Damn! !"),  and  I  believe  it  is  wralh 
quite  a  lot  Not  so  much  for  what  it 
is  OT  what  it  has  been,  but  ratho- 
about  what  it  could  be.  I'll  getback 


to  this  in  a  bit  Anyway,  I  have  nOT 
proven  myself  to  be  prophetic,  riOT 
inspiring,  but  there  is  one  more 
thing  I'd  like  to  say  befrae  this  is  all 
over  and  I  no  longCT  have  to  wary 
about  this  "e"  key  that  sticics. 

Earlier  today,  we  received  hoe 
in  The  Strobe  ofiBce  the  latest  com- 
pilation of  the  Tufts  UnivCTsity 
Daily,  their  everyday  newspapCT. 
This,  folks,  is  an  impressive  piece 
of  work.  Granted,  many  of  these 
students  wOTk  only  on  thep^Kr  fOT 
a  semester  as  a  practicum  study, 
and  when  your  tuitiOTi  bill  is  in  five 
figures,  well,  then,  I  sunxjse  you'd 
expect  a  littie  mOTe.  It  sort  of 
seemed  tohumble  theaccomplish- 
ments  of  this  paper. 

Despite  this,  I  found  a  message 


within  my  thoughts,  one  that  I  found 
significant  enough  to  share  with 
whoevCT  would  like  to  read  this. 
Hoie  at  FSC,  we  do  not  have  some 
of  the  resources,  financial  and  oth- 
erwise, to  excel  by  the  same  stan- 
dards as  oth^  schools,  but  the  qh 
CTative  i^irase  here  is  "same  stan- 
dards". Could  you  compare  a 
Ferrari  with  a  Yugo?  Probably  not 
but  it  just  may  be  the  Forari  that 
skids  off  the  road  in  a  snowstorm 
wiiile  the  Yugo  hugs  the  pavemait 
faithfully.  We  do  have  valuable 
resources  here,  and  this  papCT  is  one 
of  them.  I  feel  strongly  as  though 
we.asastudent  body,  tend  to  ignore 
our  resources  gravely,andwe'reno 
bettCTfOTit 

In  the  past  few  months,  we've 


seen  our  jyesident  come  under 
heavy  fire  fOT  Whitewater,  Bosnia, 
Somalia,  Hardings,  Bobbits,  North 
and  South  Kwea,  and  the  two- 
point-convCTsion  added  to  the  Na- 
tional Football  League  rule  book. 
Lifeswirls  around  andabout  us  ata 
dizzying  pace,  and  we  just  tend  to 
hide  our  heads  in  the  sand  and  let  it 
do  as  it  pleases.  Why?  I  think  it's 
because  most  of  us  are  so  afiaid  to 
make  some  waves  and  do  some- 
thing that  we  choose  apathy  fOT  the 
wrong  reasons.  We  feel  as  though 
some  fHDblems  are  just  too  out  of 
control  to  even  think  about  We 
dOTi't  use  the  aforementioned  re- 
sources that  are  available  to  us,  and 
this  is  a  crying  shame.  As  my 
college  carea  winds  down,  I  find 


myself  already  asking  questions 
about  my  achievements  and  suc- 
cess. Occasionally,  someone  will 
see  me  OTi  campus  and  say,  "Hey,  I 
liked  your  article",  OTeven  that  they 
read  my  stuff  every  wedc  I  thank 
those  peq)lefOTtheconfidence  that 
they  have  given  to  me. 

Fot  those  of  you  who  have  time 
left,  even  just  one  year,  make  it 
valuable  and  something  that  you'll 
be  proud  of.  Make  it  significant 
time,  nOT  another  wasted  year,  by 
setting  goals  and  achieving  them. 
Life  (  and  particulariy  college)  is 
too  shOTt  to  waste.  Have  a  good 
time, butdon'tbury  your fiace in  the 
sand  and  move  on.  K  you  start 
doingthatnow,thenyoumaynever 
be  able  to  do  anything  else. 
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FSC  should  raise  standards 


byEricJackel 
Strobe  staff 

I  was  at  a  party  once  during  my 
senior  year  of  higji  school,  just 
about  the  time  of  year  that  people 
begin  lo  pondCT  and,  oh  yes,  wcxty 
about  whae  they'll"  be  going  to 
college.  Being  the  youngest  of  six 
children,  there  wasn't  exactly  a 
huge  lump  of  money  waiting  in  the 
bankformetopaytuitionbillswith, 
so  grades  ornot,  I  was  bound  for  a 
Massachusetts  state  school.  Even 
my  youngest  sister,  the  valedicto- 
rian of  hCT  class  and  the  proud 
owner  of  near-perfect  Scholastic 
i^titudeTestscOTes,wasaUnivCT- 
sity  of  Lowell  undagraduate  at  the 
lime. 

Back  to  the  party. 

Iran  into  this  kid  I  knew,  scxtof 
a  friend  of  a  friend,  and  sure 
enou^,  we  b^an  the  old  college 
conversation.  I  told  him  where  I'd 
apphed,  who  I'd  heard  frwn,  where 
I'd  gotten  in,  and  as  scKt  of  an  end 
note  I  added,  'X)h,  and  I  got  into 
Fitchburg  State.  Big  deal,  though, 
huh?"  HelocJcedatmeoddlyand 
said  "They  rejected  me."  Open 
mouth,  insert  fooL  The  bottoms  of 
my  Redx*;  hightt^s  (give  me  a 
Ixeak,  it  was  high  school)  tasted 
pretty  sour  that  day. 


At  the  time,  that  convinced  me 
that  I  was  going  to  a  pretty  good 
school,  one  that  doesn't  just  make 
sure  you  have  a  pulse  and  then 
assign  you  to  a  nxxn  in  Russell 
Towers.  After  spending  four  years 
here,  I  am  inclinednottoagree  widi 
thatanym(xe.  Recent  discussicxis 
to  raise  the  academic  standards 
policies  at  FSC,  though  too  late  for 
my  benrfit,  are  catainly  a  positive 
stq)  in  the  right  directioa 

I  have  heard  our  sacred  institti- 
tion  referred  to  as  "the  fourth 
taanch  ofUMASS  thatnevCT  was." 
With  time  I  have  learned  to  shrug 
off  these  comments,  mostly  bypro- 
nouncing  'Tiichburg"  as  closely  as 
possible  to  'TSttsburgJi"  C'Oh,  you 
gotoU-Pm?"). 

The  school's  reputation  goes  out 
the  window  each  day  classes  are 
held.  I  see  some  students  who  skip 
classes,  and  I  will  mote  than  will- 
fully admit  to  skipping  my  share  of 
them.  However,  most  of  these  stti- 
dents  would  not  be  able  to  handle 
themselves  academically  if  they 
were  to  go  to  aU  thdr  classes.  You 
know  who  I'm  talking  about  (the 
multiple  academic  probation  club). 
Give  us  a  break,  will  you?  This  is 
Fitchburg  State,  andcritaiafOTfail- 
ing  a  class  here  essentially  involves 
study  habits  that  bcxder  on  the  at- 


tention span  of  acomapatienL  This 
is  not  difficult  to  understand,  folks. 

I  have  no  affection  whatsoever 
for  the  ultimate  impotanceof  SAT 
socHes.  Itisnotmy  opinion  thatone 
Saturday  morning  of  someone's 
life  shouki  determine  or  affect  the 
remaind^ofit  HowevCT.thCTeare 
sevoalotherwaystojudgeapoten- 
tial  undo'graduate  aiKl  determine  if 
he  or  she  is  qualified  eixxigh  to 
become  a  college  sbid^L  I  do 
agree  widi  Plrofessor  Bisk's  state- 
ment about  how  a  sttident  who 
scores  less  than  400  on  the  verbal 
section  is  not  ready  for  college,  as  I 
seereading  and  writingtobe  funda- 
mental skiUs  in  any  area  of  sttidy. 
As  a  Writing  Skills  Center  tutra-  fw 
a  year,  I  saw  far  too  many  people 
sttuggling  with  things  that  should 
be  secaid  nature  to  someone  re- 
ceiving their  "higjier  education". 

What  this  is  all  about,  summed 
up  well  by  Dr.  Keough,  is  quality. 
Quality  wiU  increase  competition, 
healthy  competition,  in  the  class- 
room. Quality  will  raise  an 
employe's  eyelxows  when  read- 
ingaresume.  Quality  willbringout 
the  best  in  peq)le.  And  until  FSC 
dedicates  scxne  effort  into  raising 
standards,  we  will  still  be  the  "Un- 
conunon  Public  College",  but  the 
jdce  Avill  be  on  us. 


Classroom  chatter  annoys 


by  Leo  Bray 
Staff  writea- 

As  we  ^jproach  the  OTd  of  an- 
othCT  sesnester,  we  fwge  the  fond 
memories  we  will  carry  with  us  for 
therestofourlives.  Weoftencan't 
imagine  what  our  lives  would  be 
like  if  we  hadn't  come  to  FSC  and 
metallthefriendswe'vemadehCTe. 
Unfatunately,  th^e  are  also  some 
people  at  this  school  who  can  make 
uswishwenevercamehere.  These 
people  are  those  who  behave  as  if 
they  wCTe  in  high  school,  or  even 
junior  high. 

I  just  started  to  think  of  these 
diildren  as  a  maJOT  problem  this 
semestCT.  There  seems  to  t)e  a  lot 
mcxe  of  them  around  than  ever 
before.  I'm  referring  topeople  who 
constantly  talk  during  class.  Now, 
we  all  talk  a  bit  during  class  from 


time  to  time.  Some  pecple,  how- 
ever, never  shut  \sp.  This  annoys 
the  rest  of  us  because  it  distracts  us 
fixxn  what  is  going  on  in  the  class. 
I'm  not  saying  that  I  pay  complete 
attenticm  ev«y  minute  of  every 
class,  but  I  should  be  able  to  do  so 
if  I  wanted  to. 

I've  noticed  this  to  the  extent  of 
a  problon  in  more  than  CHie  of  my 
classes.  Often,  a  jHofesscH-  will 
notice  someone  blabbing  away 
and  ask  them  to  Stop.  Unfotu- 
nately,  this  is  the  excq)tion  rather 
than  the  rule.  In  most  cases,  the 
children  are  adq)t  at  their  distrac- 
tion and  do  not  make  it  visible  cr 
audible  from  across  a  classroom. 

The  height  of  this  idiocy  amazes 
me.  There  are  acttially  people  in 
my  classes  who  pass  notes  back 
and  fcHlh  to  each  other.  It's  clear 
from  their  attitude  towards  thepxj- 


fessOTS  that  these  notes  are  not 
about  the  \opic  at  hand  in  class. 
These  are  people  who  are  l^ally 
considCTcd  adults,  who  are  acting 
like  a  bunch  of  twelve-year-olds. 
They  are  obviously  good  friends 
who  talk  oftwi,  yet  they  can't  wait 
less  than  an  hour  to  share  their  petty 
thoughts  again.  Their  immature 
behavior  bugs  many  classmates; 
I've  often  heard  other  students 
complain  about  this  poblem. 

So  if  you're  one  of  these  annoy- 
ing chattotwxes  cx"  piolific  note- 
writers,  do  the  rest  of  us  a  fevw: 
shut  up.  Save  it  for  later.  If  you're 

outtteiesaying,"He'sinmy 

class.  I  wcMxler  if  he' s  talking  about 
me?"  lam.  Ifyoudon'twanttopay 
attentic»i,atleastallowotherpeople 
the  opportunity  to  do  so.  If  you 
want  to  shoot  the  Ixeeze  with  a 
fiiend  far  an  hour,  skip  the  class. 


We  are  Time's  servant 


by  Eric  Julius  Magiera 
Qxitributing  writCT 

It's  5:00  am.  You  wake  up  early 
to  sttidy  for  your  8:30  a.m.  exam 
and  figure  a  few  mcHeminutes  of 
sleq)  won't  hurt,  then  the  next  thing 
you  see  is  8:01  am.  on  your  alarm 
clock.  Whae  did  those  three  hours 
go  and  why  does  time  have  such  a 
grasp  of  our  lives? 

Time,  partly  taken  from 
WebstM's  Dictionary,  is  the  exist- 
eiK»  as  a  succession  of  states,  hour, 
duration,  paiod,  OHX»tunity,  oc- 
casion and  leisure.  But  what  is  time 
really?  Time,  in  my  opinion,  is  a 


device  developed  by  our  ancestors 
to  give  an  excuse  to  why  they  were 
late  to  the  weenie  roast  at  the 
PcMTipeii  Pavilion.  Our  lives  are 
wrapped  so  closely  around  Uie 
clock,  we  have  in  a  way  become  its 
servant  Just  as  a  dog  can  be  taught 
to  answCT  to  a  bell,  we  ourselves 
have  been  conditiomed  to  have  the 
desire  toexitaclassroom.thecloser 
that  minute  hand  gets  to  twenty 
past.  Off  make  a  vague  attempt  to  go 
to  class  at  half  past  the  hour.  People, 
like  myself,  have  gotten  so  caught 
up  in  the  passage  of  time,  that  their 
whole  lives  revolve  around  a  date 
book,  and  if  it  gets  lost,  they 


wouldn't  know  v/bat  to  do  next 

Procrastination  cannot  be 
blamed  for  all  the  stress  and  ptes- 
sure  we  place  ourselves  undCT, 
scxne,  but  not  all.  Watching  the 
minutes  pass  you  by  while  trying  to 
get  the  courage  to  fece  the  bitterly 
cold  air  outside  the  warm,  snuggly 
blankets  covaing  yourself  in  the 
moffningisoneform  of  procrastina- 
tion. 

Time  is  a  term  given  to  the  for- 
ward motiom  of  all  particles  of  mat- 
t^  in  the  known  univCTse.  Me- 
chanically, time  can  be  slowed 
down,  but  its  existwice  will  always 
remain.  By  this  I  mean,  look  at  a 


Nothing  is 
Black  and  White 


by  Paul  Williamson 
Contributing  writer 

I  grew  up  with  mixed  emoticxis  on  being  mixed.  Growing 
up  inKansasCity  was  hard.  Even  harder  than  that  was  being 
black.  Yet  h?jdcr  was  being  mulatto.  In  aplace  where  constant 
remindej^s  of  race  and  racial  separatism  was  obvious,  I  felt 
stuck,  left  out,  empty,  and  most  of  aU  I  felt  alcme. 

Race  was  obviously  a  dominant  element  in  shaping 
childrens'  minds  in  the  ghetto.  Whites  were  looked  at  as  being 
oppressors  and  blacks  thought  of  themselves  as  victims  of 
discrimination.  I  am  only  speaking  from  personal  experience, 
so  don't  think  I  am  generalizing.  However,  these  images  were 
taught  to  me  and  I  lived  by  them  even  though  I  questioned  my 
own  validity  as  being  a  black  persoMi. 

My  mother  used  to  say  lo  me  that  black  is  beautiful,  so  I  was 
beautiful.  I  wished  that  everyone  else  showed  the  senativity 
that  she  di^layed  I  was  half-and-half,  but  my  mother  would 
say  to  me  that  it  made  no  difference  because  in  her  eyes  I  was 
"All  black  'cuz  you  aU  mine." 

Unfortunately,  I  never  got  my  wishes  of  acceptaiKe  by 
whites  or  my  black  "brothers  and  sisters".  I  didnl  look  anything 
likea  typical  white  boy  and  I  was  too  light  to  pass  as  black.  I  was 
coming  apart  because  every  time  I  looked  far  comfort  from 
either  race,  I  was  rejected.  I  was  given  the  impression  bom 
whites  thati  had  no  place  asking  to  be  part  of  them  as  long  as 
I  was  who  I  was.  I  was  brought  up  knowing  ahead  of  time  that 
they  wouldn't  want  me.  My  grandmoth^  once  said  to  me,  "If 
they  wanted  yoHi  they  would  have  kept  you." 

Here  is  where  the  situation  took  an  evem  uglier  turn  for  me. 
The  race  that  taught  me  to  be  who  I  was  rejected  me  because 
1  didn't  lock  enough  like  them.  Mulatto  people  are  often  called 
"high  yellow  niggas."  "High  yellow?"  I  thought  to  myself. 
"What  is  high  yellow?"  I  found  no  comfort  in  this  label  so  I 
sought  out  the  meaning  of  it  I  found  that  it  was  another  name 
for  Ught-skinncd  or  mixed  black  people.  Was  I  supposed  to  be 
content  with  this  even  though  it  is  an  obvious  attempt  to 
separate  me  from  the  rest? 

Here  is  where  the  ttue  dilemma  starts  and  ends.  I  grew  up  in 
a  black  neighborhood,  went  to  a  predoniinately  black  school, 
and  still  felt  isolated  because  of  my  colcff. 

If  I  was  going  10  be  accepted  by  white  Off  black  people,  who, 
besides  my  family,  was  going  to  take  me  in?  In  a  place  where 
black  pride  was  strong  and  unity  was  on  every  black  person's 
tcffigue,  I  was  made  to  feel  like  an  outside.  Was  I  able  to  say 
"nigger"  in  a  passive  manner  with  my  black  cnMiies  without 
having  the  fear  of  offending  them  because  I  wasn't  pure?  In  a 
neighborhcxxl  where  Caucasians  wae  rebuked  and  despised, 
should  I  have  felt  offended  then?  Did  I  have  the  right  to  get 
angry  whenever  I  heard  a  "Nigger  Joke?"  Did  I  even  qualify  to 
fill  in  "Black,  not  Hispanic"  as  my  race  on  S.A.T.  and  other 
exams  and  queaionnaires  who  wanted  to  know  what  I  was. 
Where  do  I  belong? 

Today,  these  questions  are  not  as  tormenting  as  they  were 
when  I  was  trying  to  figureoutwhol  was.  Now.Iknow  thatmy 
identity  is  not  based  upon  theactionsofagroup,  but  onmyown 
actions,  thoughts  and  feelings.  I  have  seen  how  ouel  and  tender 
both  can  be  and  I  won't  let  cme  side  of  me  hate  the  othex.  Both 
sides  haveprejudiced  and  hateful  people;  both  have  loving  and 
understanding  people.  So  no w  I  live  my  life  getting  the  best  of 
both  worlds.  I  can't  love  just  black  people  or  just  white  people, 
crexpecttobeacceptedby  everyone  in  theseraces.Ihavecome 
to  realize  that  no  matter  whatmycol(M"is,Iam  not  going  to  limit 
my  tove  to  just  one  race. 


clock  ticking  away,  with  its  hands 
moving  around.  The  image  of  the 
hands  is  coming  towards  you  at  the 
speed  of  light  If  yoxi  moved  away 
from  the  clock  at  the  speed  of  light 
or  faster,  time  will  have  the  appear- 
ance of  storing  or  beginning  to 
move  backwards,  but  in  that  same 
instance,  the  existence  of  time,  rela- 
tive to  you,  is  still  moving  fcxward. 
But  since  that's  impo)ssible  to  ac- 
complish now,  sit  back  in  a  chair, 
turn  on  the  Price  is  Right  and  eat  a 


twinkle. 

I  think  we  have  to  get  over  this 
dependence  on  timeand  start  think- 
ing on  different  realms  of  reality, 
because  life  can  be  a  wastCT  of  time 
if  you  let  it  dominate  you,  and  time 
is  a  waste  of  life  if  it  does  dominate 
you.  So  spend  your  time  getting 
wasted  on  life's  existence,  and  have 
the  time  of  your  life. 
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Fraizer's  Coffeehouse  itbmt 


by  Jason  Koivu 
Strobe  staff 

Singer/guitarist  Mitch  Fraizer 
made  his  first  FSC  appearance  on 
April  10  at  Coffeehouse,  spon- 
sored by  Programs  Committee. 

Fraizer's  repenom  for  the 
most  part  consisted  of  old  classics 
from  standard  artists  such  as 
James  Taylor,  Neil  Young, 
SimonandGarfunkel,aswellasa 
medley  of  Beatles  hits.  The  inser- 
tion of  newer  songs  (U2's  "One" 
amcHig  others)  certainly  helped  to 
liven  up  his  double  set  perfor- 
mance. 

The  talent  of  Fraizer  was  quite 


^)parent  musically  as  well  as  vo- 
cally. His  renditions  of  songs  origi- 
nally composed  for  instruments 
other  than  the  guitar,  such  as  Billy 
Joel's  "Piano  Man",  came  off  with- 
out a  hitch.  But  the  truly  impressive 
aspect  of  Fraizer's  performance  was 
heard  in  his  voice.  Whether  it  was 
Taylor,Joel,CatStevens,orBonohe 
was  covering  it  didn't  matter,  as  he 
vocally  met  the  challenge  in  the  di- 
versity of  styles  of  each  singer. 

Even  in  the  face  of  adver^sity  the 
guitarist  remained  calm.  Not  once, 
but  twice  did  a  string  on  his  guitar 
break.  Both  times  he  was  prepared 
with  humorous  and  sometimes  gro- 
tesque songs  to  sing  or  memorable 


tunes  (i.e.  Mayberry  R  JD.  theme 
song)  to  whistle  while  he 
worked....on  his  guitar. 

"When  I  get  bigga  I'll  have 
guitar-types  to  throw  me  a  new 
guitar."  said  Fraizer  while 
restringing  his  instrument 

Fraizer's  vast  list  of  popular 
songs,  used  by  most  coffeehouse 
folk  artists,  endeared  him  to  his 
receptivePubaudience.  Oldstand- 
bys  like  "American  Pie," 
"Margaritaville,"  C,SJSf's  "Our 
House"  and  a  fulfilled  request  by 
FSC  alumni  Dean  Rachupka  for 
"Brown  Eyed  Girl"  drew  hearty 
applause  from  an  appreciative 
crowd. 


'The  Edith  Whartons" 
commands  center  stage 


pholo  by  Amic  Dumont 


by  Jason  Koivu 
Strobe  staff 

Hilarious,  dramatic,  and  emo- 
tionally affecting  are  just  a  few 
ways  to  describe  Dr.  Erwin 
Pally's  play  "The  Edith 
Whartons",  which  performed  in 
Porcival  Auditorium  on  April  12. 

As  a  scriptwriter  Pally  displays 
a  command  of  staged  dialogue. 
With  a  certain  grace  for  wordplay 
he  has  his  audience  roaring  with 
laughter.  When  the  moment  calls 
for  drama  he  is  able  to  conjure  up 
a  believabie  exchange  between 
the  characters,  silencing  the 
laughter  with  nervous  anticipa- 
tion. 

Set  in  1908,  the  play  takes 
place  at  The  Mount  in  Lennox, 
Massachusetts,  the  home  of  the 
Pulitzer  prize  winning  author, 
Edith  Wharton,  played  by  Dossy 


Peabody. 

Peabody,  an  actress  with  many 
film,  stage,  and  television  credits  to 
her  name,  brought  to  the  stage  a 
professional  performance  that 
evening.  Her  abilily  to  portray  a 
sharp-witted,  independent,  and  con- 
niving woman  of  the  early  20th  cen- 
tury was  quite  impressive.  A  strong 
supporting  cast  of  actors  aptly  held 
together  the  boundaries  of  Edith's 
existence  as  presented  in  Pally 's  two 
act  play. 

The  action  centers  around  Edith' s 
affair  with  Morton  Fullerton  (Peter 
Bubriski),  a  journalist  who  caters  to 
the  likes  of  the  rich  and  famous. 
Actor,  William  Lacey,  plays  the 
straight  laced  writer  Henry  James,  a 
competitor  and  friend  to  Edith,  who 
finds  himself  in  the  midst  of  this  love 
affair.  Teddy  Wharton, Edith's  hus- 
band, played  by  Richard  McElvain, 
proves  to  be  the  bumbling  foil  to  his 


wife's  plans  to  run  off  with  Fuller- 
ton  to  Paris. 

McElvain,  who  directed  an  ear- 
lier staged  reading  of  "The  Edith 
Whartons",  played,  with  a  height- 
ened sense  of  reality,  the  roll  of 
Teddy,  a  brash,  middle-aged  man 
with  an  ego  complex.  In  the  end, 
Teddy 's  odd  behavior  is  redeemed 
in  the  eyes  of  his  wife,  who  realizes 
his  love  for  her.  And  even  in  this 
touchingscene,McElvain'sacting 
wasuptoparforthedramatictouch 
that  was  called  for. 

From  start  to  finish,  Pally's 
"TTie  Edith  Whartons"  proved  to 
be  worthy  entertainment  and  was 
by  far  more  enjoyable  than  any- 
thing currently  playing  at  the  local 
cinema  Partial  funding  for  the 
play  was  provided  by  Fitchburg 
State  College  and,  in  this  writer's 
opinion,  was  money  well  spent 


Volunteers  Concert 


by  Amie  Alden-Wudyka 
Contributing  writer 

The  Fitchburg  State  College  Band  held  a  Spring  Concert  to  honor 
area  volunteers  on  April  6.  The  concert  was  sponsored  by  the 
Humanities  Department  and  The  Council  of  Directors  of  Volunteers 
Services.  Dr.  Frank  Patterson  directed  the  band. 

The  sounds  of  Big  Band  music  filled  the  auditorium.  The  opening 
number  was  a  lively  "Washington  Post"  by  John  Riilip  Sousa. 
Selections  fix)m  the  Broadway  musical  "A  Chorus  Line"  included 
"What  I  Did  for  Love"  and  "One  Singular  Sensation."  The  Council 
of  Directors,  President  Sharon  Sttzalkowski  and  Vice  President  Gus 
S  tewart  presented  a  check  to  the  FSC  Band  before  the  second  half  of 
the  show. 

TheJazzEnsembleplayed  various  songs  fi-omtheseductive  swing 
of  the  1920s  Harlem  Jazz  sounds.  Songs  included  "The  Harlem 
Nocturne"  with  a  saxophone  solo  from  FSC  student  Rob  Tutde. 
Other  pieces  included  "Read  My  Lips"  with  various  solos  bom  the 
sax,  trumpet  and  bass  guitar  sections.  "The  Orange  Colored  Sky" 
featured  a  vocal  solo  by  FSC  Band  member  Rene  Bergeron.  The  last 
number  for  the  evening  was  "Southside  Shuffle"  which  also  featured 
various  musical  solos. 


The  opera  'Carmen'  performed  at  FSC 


by  Jason  Koivu 
Strobe  staff 

On  April  10,  Weston  Audito- 
rium witnessed  the  cultural  gran- 
deur of  the  opera,  as  "Carmen" 
was  presented  by  the  Salisbury 
Lyric  Opera  Company  and  the 
Symphony  Pro  Musica. 

The  full-house  was  treated  to  an 
excellent  production  of  Georges 
Bizet's  adaptation  of  the  story  of 
the  same  name  by  the  French  nov- 
elist, Pro^)er  Merimee. 

The  story-line  follows  a 


haughty  gypsy  woman.  Carmen, 
who  treats  love  like  a  day  old  news- 
paper, something  that  was  once  in- 
teresting, but  the  next  day  is  useless. 
She  falls  in  love  with  Don  Jose,  a 
corporal  in  the  Spanish  army.  After 
casting  a  spell  over  him  witli  her 
gypsy  magic,  Don  Jose  falls  madly 
in  love  with  her  and  discards  his 
feelingsfor  Micaela,avirtuous  peas- 
ant girl  who  he  hadplanned  to  marry . 
Carmen  toys  with  the  soldier's  emo- 
tions and  when  he  does  not  concede 
fully  to  her  she  rebukes  any  further 
professions  of  his  love  to  her.  Don 


Jose  becomes  enraged  when  he 
leams  that  Carmen  has  taken  up 
with  an  toreador  while  he  was  serv- 
ing time  in  prison  for  helping  the 
gypsy  woman  escape  from  the  au- 
thorities. In  the  final  act,  after 
desperatelypleadingforherloveto 
noavail,DonJose  decides  that  if  he 
can't  have  her  no  one  will.  And 
with  his  dagger  he  makes  sure  of 
that 

The  original  "Carmen"  was 
sung  in  French,  while  this  produc- 
tion opted  for  an  American  transla- 
tion, which  did  help  to  clarify  some 


of  the  action  for  those  who  were  not 
familiar  with  this  certain  opera. 
Although  to  hear  the  opera  per- 
formed in  its  intended  language 
would  have  been  undoubtedly  just 
as  enjoyable,  if  not  more  so. 

One  might  question  some  of  the 
cast  of  main  characters  as  far  as  their 
suitability  for  their  roles.  A  few  of 
them  seemed  a  bit  too  mature  in 
years  for  the  person  they  were  sup- 
posed to  be  playing.  But  what  they 
lacked  in  youthfulness  they  more 
than  made  up  for  in  talent,  which  in 
the  end  is  where  the  true  quality  of 


an  opera  lies. 

Strong  performances  were 
turned  in  by  leading  lady,  Margaret 
Tartaglia  as  Carmen,  and  James 
Bustemd  as  Don  Jose.  Most  no- 
table was  an  extended  and  delicate 
aria  by  Pamela  Murana  who  played 
the  forlorn  Micaela 

Mention  must  also  be  made  of 
the  terrific  prop  work  and  stage 
decoration.  The  huge  and  elaborate 
set-ups  added  to  the  illusion  and 
made  each  scene  that  much  more 
believable. 


"Give  it  up  and  go  back  to  collie." 


-  James  Iha 


THE  STROBE 


April  27,  1994 


PAGE  11 


'With  Honors'  falls 
short  of  the  grade 


by  Jason  Koivu 
Strobe  staff 

Soundtrack  from  the  movie:  "With 

Honors" 

***l/2 

It  is  possible  to  cheer  and  cringe  at 
the  same  time,  as  this  writer,  a  true 
"Led  Head",  did  when  he  saw  that 
Led  ZeR5elin's  "Thank  You"  had 
beencoveredby  DuranDuranon  the 
as-of-yet  unieleased  soundtrack  to 
the  movie  "With  Honors"  coming 
out  April  29,  just  in  time  for  gradua- 
tion. 

Without  wasting  any  time,  Joe 
Pesci  has  popped  into  another  film, 
one  that,  from  thesoundtrack,atleast 
sounds  like  it  will  get  better  reviews 
than  the  curroitly  flopping  "Jimmy 
Hollywood". 

Some  of  the  bigger  names  in 
music  have  contributed  to  what  is 
surprisingly  a  fairly  decent  movie 
soundtrack,  as  far  as  soundtracks  go 
anyhow. 

The  afore  mentioned  cover  of  the 


Zeppelin  classic  basically  stays 
tme  to  the  wiginal,  with  just  a 
notion  of  the  90s  hinted  in  the  mix. 

Madonna  provides  the  movie 
theme  song,  "I'll  Remember", 
which  is  probably  the  weakest  en- 
try on  this  CD,  othCT  than  Babble's 
'Tribe",  a  song  that  sounds  like 
something  done  by  INXS. 

The  Cult  lend  their  popular  hit 
"She  Sells  Sanctuary"  and  Kristin 
Hersh's  dq)ressing  "Your  Ghost" 
appears  with  REM's  Michael 
Stipe  providing  back-up  vocals. 

Lyle  Lovett,  the  luckiest  man  in 
the  world,  croons  a  sweetrendition 
of  the  Irving  Berlin  classic  "Blue 
Skies",  which  proves  to  be  the  best 
cover  tune  on  a  CD  fuU  of  them. 

Lindsey  Buckingham's  "On  the 
Wrong  Side"  is  apparently  an 
original,  but  sounds  so  much  like 
John  Lennon's  "Happy  Xmas 
(War  is  Over)"  that  Yoko  may 
have  legitimate  grounds  for  a  law- 
suit Thataside,it'snotabadsong. 
Try  it  around  the  holidays. 

Mild  disappointments  are  to  be 


found  on  "With  Honors": 
Candlebox  adds  an  acoustic 
"Cover  Me"  to  the  soundtrack. 
Mudhoney's  "Run  Shithead  Run" 
sounds  like  60s  surf  music  and  is 
dismissible  as  being  purely  humcx"- 
ous  while  BelIy'scontribution,"It's 
Not  Unusual",  feels  like  a  late  70s 
Blondie  tune.  These  artists 
could' ve  picked  bettCT  songs. 

The  smoothest  numbCT  belongs 
to  Grant  Lee  Buffalo,  whose 
"Fuzzy"  has  a  tolerable  country 
western/blues  drawl  to  it,  quite 
reminiscCTit  of  a  Rolling  Stones' 
attempt  at  country  music  without 
Jagger's  ridiculous  mockery  of  a 
midwestemer's  accent. 

All  in  all  the  selections  are  fairly 
tight,  if  not  all  original.  The  few 
high  points  make  this  a  better  than 
average  movie  soundtrack.  The 
music  does  hint  towards  a  gaieric 
twenty-somethings  type  of  film,  so 
use  your  better  judgment  when  it 
comes  out  Are  you  going  save  the 
seven  bucks  or  q^end  it  to  see  an- 
other "Reality  Bites"? 
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Versatility,  the  key 
to  Material  Issue 


by  Leo  Bray 
Staff  writer 

Material   Issue   -  Freak   City 

Soundtrack 

**** 

Before  you  run  out  to  your  favor- 
ite artsy  theai^  to  catch  the  movie, 
a  note:  there  is  no  movie.  The  title 
is  an  indication  of  the  band's  sense 
of  humcff,  which  extends  to  their 
music. 

While  at  different  times  reminis- 
cent of  The  Smithereens,  Carter 
USM,  Cracker,  Possum  Dixon  or 
XTC,  Material  Issue  manages  to 
leave  their  mark.  Patiaps  they're 
enjoyable  because  of  their  vaguely 
femiliar  aspects,  not  de^ite  them. 
Although  the  album  could  use  more 
thematic  variety  —  nine  of  the 
eleven  tracks  are  about  women  — 
the  group  proves  versatile  in  the 


variety  of  song  styles. 

Of  the  nine  female-based  tracks, 
five  are  fentasies,  three  describe 
present  relationships,  and  one 
pleads  forthelady'slove.  Thetaie 
and  emotion  of  eachare  spelled  out 
by  the  amazing  combination  of 
vocal  delivery  and  instrumental 
support  "One  Simple  Word", 
"Goin'  Through  Your  Purse"  and 
"A  Very  Good  Thing"  describe 
soured  relationships,  in  the  tradi- 
tion of  The  FboLs'  "I  Can't  Keep 
My  Mind  on  You"  and  Weird  AI 
Yankovic's  "One  More  Minute". 
"Eko  Beach"  is  your  standard 
"awaiting  summer"  song,  and 
"Help  Me  Land"  is  a  cry  for  regain 
of  control. 

Vocals  are  fine  on  all  but  the  first 
track,  which  seems  too  much  of  a 
strain  for  the  singer's  vocal  chords. 
The  guitar  oscillates  between 


mildly  grungyandasimplebackup 
line  fw  the  vocals.  Thedrumsare 
undoubtedly  the  mast^  link  which 
holds  the  group  together  through- 
out They  are  perfect  in  the  sense 
that  they  are  evCTywhoe  they  are 
needed  and  nowhae  they  are  not 
"Kim  the  Waitress",  which  has 
been  released  as  a  single,  is  un- 
doubtedly the  album's  best  track, 
showing  how  dynamic  the 
songwriting  and  perfcMmance  are. 
The  tone  of  the  songs  ranges 
irom  wistful  fantasy  to  fcMid  remi- 
niscCTce  to  angry  desperation  and 
pleading.  Like  an  angry  vCTsion  of 
Squeeze,  Material  Issue  addresses 
relationships  which  strike  a  &mil- 
iarchOTd  with  many.  Overall  itisa 
fine  party  album,  with  oiough  va- 
riety to  please  most  of  the  crowd 
and  plenty  of  energy  to  keep  the 
kids  going. 


Music  Rating  Scale 

*- No  Show... 

**  -  "I  just  want  to  be  friends" 
***- Blind  Date 
****  -  Breakfast  in  bed! 
*****  -  Use  your  imagination! 


■^ 


UFOpcks 
variety 


by  Leo  Bray 
Staff  writer 

United  Future  Organization 

"There  is  no  new  thing  unda 
the  sun."  This  may  have  been  true 
when  theBookofEcclesiastes  was 
written,  but  I'm  not  sure  this 
maxim  will  survive  the  90's. 
UnitedFutureOi^nization'snew 
self-titled  release  certainly  argues 
against  it 

While  this  release  has  no  new 
musical  elements  or  influences, 
the  group,  along  with  numerous 
guest  artists,  blends  elements  of 
traditional  and  newer  jazz,  light- 
to-medium  street  funk,  island 
rhythms  and  tribal  music  nicely. 
The  result  is  a  wide  variety  of 
sounds  on  ninerefiieshingly  differ- 
ent tracks. 

Four  of  the  tracks  contain  litUe 
ornolyrics,andafifthisentirelyin 
French.  Some  instrumental  tracks 
are  sprinkled  with  bits  of  whis- 
pered non-English  which  I 
couldn'tidentify.  Stylistically  and 
topically,  the  album  playfully 


by  Gina  Procopio 
Staff  writer 

Sheryl  Crow:  'Tuesday  Night 
Music  Club" 


Sheryl  Crow  is  an  artist  that  is 
hard  to  squeeze  into  any  one  cat- 
egory. Ho-  new  CD,  Tuesday 
Night  Music  Club,  conveys  a 
mesh  of  sound  fiiom  songs  with  a 
hint  of  pop  or  jazz  to  an  almost 
bluesy  style  as  in  "No  One  Said  It 
Would  Be  Easy". 

Crow  herself  uses  "funky"  and 
"groovy"  to  describe  her  Club. 
This  release  has  a  definite  groove 
toitwithamellowflow.  Thelyrics 
aren't  over-processed  into  a 
garbled  mess  likealotofwhatison 
the  radio.  Each  word  is  distinctand 
gets  its  point  across.  Popular 
themes  like  love  are  given  clear 
detail.  Crow  also  gives  a  totally 
new  slant  on  areas  like  politics, 
radiation,  the  Serbs  and  Clarence 


romps  over  a  large  territtay,  from 
numerous  messagesoftKOtherhood 
to  Jack  KCTOuac's  spoken  descrip- 
tionofajazzclub  audits  inhabitants. 
However,  with  the  exception  of 
guest  siren  Monday  Michiru  on 
"My  Foolish  Dream",  all  the  vocals 
are  subdued  enough  to  not  interrupt 
one's  studying.  This  album  is  per- 
fect for  final  exam  preparation  — 
too  lively  to  let  you  nod  ofifinto  your 
book,  but  not  overly  distracting. 

The  strength  of  this  group  lies  not 
only  in  the  variety  of  styles  it  man- 
ages to  blend,  but  in  the  instruments 
andvocalstylesnecessarytodothis. 
Besides  some  very  strong  singing, 
guitar  and  pacussion,  featured  art- 
ists woik  wonders  with  chanting,  an 
alto  sax,  flute,  trumpet  vibraphone 
and  even  an  accordion.  I  know  I 
won'tbebelieved  on  thatlastone — 
you  have  to  hear  it  to  believe  it 

With  the  record  store  categories 
of  music  increasingly  overiapping, 
groups  such  as  United  FuUire  Orga- 
nization distinguish  themselves  by 
woridng  outside  the  expectations  of 
listeners.  If  you  have  an  open  mind 
and  need  some  studying  tunes,  this 
album  is  a  must-buy. 


jaix 


Thomas  as  seen  in  "The  Na-Na 
Song". 

From  the  cover  art  Crow  may  be 
confused  with  a  country  singer  in 
her  denim  shirt  and  the  neon  cafe 
sign  thatadoms  thebackcova.  This 
release  is  no  hound  dog  stcxy  rest 
assured.  At  times.  Crow  sings  up- 
beat quidc,flowing  songs  and  othCT 
timestunescomewithasadair.  The 
music  is  on  the  subtie  side,  using 
classical  piano,  guitar  and  trumpet 
played  by  Crow's  father  on  "We  Ekr' 
What  We  Can."  Songs  like  "Run, 
Baby,  Run,"  "Leaving  Las  Vegas," 
and  "I  Shall  Believe"  make  the  al- 
bum. Each  has  its  own  distinct 
sound  and  flavor  that  capture  the 
feel  of  the  collection  fix>m  fast  and 
hip  to  slow  and  sad. 

'Tuesday  Night  Music  Qub"  iS" 
definitely  worth  listening  to.  It  isn't 
something  you  would  dance  to,  but 
its  fiinky  mellow  beat  is  perfect 
mood  music  for  late  night  studying 
orjust  hanging  out 


^ 


*v. 


"Most  people  are  not  even  aware  of  their  need  to 
conform.  They  live  under  the  illusion  diat  they  follow 
their  own  ideas  and  inclinations,  that  they  are  individu- 
alists, that  they  have  arrived  at  their  q)inions  as  the  result 
of  their  own  thinking  -  and  that  it  just  happens  that  their 
ideas  are  the  same  as  those  of  the  majority." 

-  Erich  Fiomm 
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Polyester  and  poofy  pompadours 


by  Diane  Devitt 
Strobe  staff 

A  resurgence  of  the  seventies 
recently  occurred  atFSC.  No,  I 
didn't  walk  into  the  faculty 
lounge;  I  attended  a  polyester- 
clad  party. 

Several  students  living  off 
campus  threw  what  I  would  con- 
sider the  most  original  event  of 
the  year.  A  seventies  party.  Those 
who  attended  were  required  to 
don  the  traditional  disco  garb 
common  to  Saturday  Night  Fe- 
ver. 

Leisure  suits,  platform  shoes, 
unbuttoned  shirts  with  hairy 
chests,  angel  blue  eyeshadow, 
Blondie  wailing  in  the  back- 
ground. I  felt  like  a  youngin' 
again.  One  funky  fella  was  sport- 
ing a  very  high  and  poofy  pompa- 
dour. 

I  admit  I  went  to  this  gathering 
a  little  unsure.  Those  who  trav- 
eled with  me  refused  to  walk  be- 
cause "I  don 't  want  anyone  to  see 
me  in  my  mothers  pastel  pink 
polyester  skirt."  Personally  I  was 


afiaid  that  we  would  be  the  only 
ones  dressed  for  the  occasion. 
Wowywas  I  proved  wrong. 

Prizes  were  given  to  the  best 
garments.  Idon'tknowwhowon, 
but  the  outfit  worn  by  the  host- 
esses which  displayed  a  colorful 
coordinated  leisure  suit  of  red  and 
white  butterflies  won  my  vote. 

The  most  fashionable  male 
was  simple  but  elegant  in  striking 
red  polyester  pants  (creases  in- 
tact) and  a  screaming  green  col- 
lar-bigger-than-the-man  shirt.  A 
gold  chain  was  also  furnished  ac- 
companied by  brown  love  beads. 

Two  fringy  females  displayed 
the  Laveme  and  Shirley  dance 
whileChristmas  lights  andadisco 
ball  added  to  the  smoky  scene.  1 
swear  1  thought  Mrs.  Roper  came 
in  wearing  one  of  her  motley  col- 
ored mumu's.  It  was  only  a  resi- 
dent 

Although  I  couldn't  stay,  I  was 
there  long  enough  to  admire  each 
outrageous  fashion  flashback. 
Everyone's  going  retro  in  the 
nineties,  this  idea  just  took  it  one 
step  further.  One  Brady  Burtch 
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clan  clone  suggested  that  "people 
were  more  relaxed  in  the  seven- 
ties." Well,  I  can  safely  say  that 
everyone  was  in  good  spirits  at 
this  gathering. 

Maybe  the  whole  idea  of  a 
theme  party  was  taken  iiom  this 


Charliefe  Angels  era.  Whatever 
prompted  the  escapade^I  hope 
there  will  be  morethemeparties  to 
come.  I  encourage  creativity. 

Students  will  be  challenged  to 
come  up  with  better  ideas  for  top- 
ics and  guests  can  strive  for  the 


ultimate  outfiL  Add  some  spunk 
to  the  social  scene.  Standing 
around  in  your  every-other-night 
jeans  isn't  as  much  flin  as  raiding 
the  Salvation  Army.  It'll  be  Hal- 
loween all  over  again. 


]piP(g(S(0(s3(©[i)is  (ElifMraiKSir 


by  John  Caples 
Contributing  writer 

"Clifford":  ***  (out  of  four) 

Completed  over  two  years  ago, 
"Clifford"  is  the  tenth  or  eleventh 
Orion  Pictures  film  that  was  al- 
ready in  the  can  when  Orion  wait 
bankrupt  It's  too  bad  it  wasn't 
released  then,  because  it's  the  per- 
fect antidote  to  those  precocious 
kid  mc\'ies  like  "Home  Alone" 
and  "Problem  Child",  and  its  dino- 
saur theme  predates  "Jurassic 
Park." 

Directed  by  SCTV  alum  Paul 
Flaherty  and  starring  SCTV's 
Martin  Short,  along  with  Charles 
Grodin,  it's  probably  Short's  best 
ever  leading  role.  Shortplays  ten- 
year-old  Clifford,  a  precocious, 
devious,sugar-houndofakid.  His 
parents  dump  him  with  his  uncle 


(Grodin)  as  they  continue  on  to 
Hawaii.  Clifford  comes  along 
just  in  time  for  Grodin  to  impress 
his  girlfriend  (Mary  Steenburgen, 
the  day  care  teacher  at  his  com- 
pany), showing  her  he  really  likes 
kids  although  he  couldn't  care 
less  about  them. 

All  Clifford  wants  to  do  is  go  to 
Dinosaur  World  (which  turns  out 
to  be  a  hellish  high  lech  Space 
Mountain),  but  Uncle  Martin  has 
a  deadline  for  his  current  design 
project,  a  MagLev  elevated  rail- 
way for  L.A.  Grodin  begins  to 
reap  the  wrath  of  Clifford,  who 
eats  the  largest  amount  of  sugary 
foods  ever  shown  on  screen.  He 
wreaks  havoc  on  Grodin's  life, 
and  Grodin's  comic  talents  are 
basically  wasted  playing  straight 
man  to  Short 

Short  plays  his  role  like  a 


young  Jerry  Lewis,  and  he's 
never  been  better  as  a  lead  man. 
He  cracks  one-liners  without  a 
pause  and  is  one  of  our  greatest 
living  physical  comedians.  You 
wall  completely  be  able  to  sus- 
pend your  disbelief  that  the  forty- 
three  year  old  Short  is  playing  a 
boy  of  ten. 

In  the  end,  the  incensed  Grodin 
takes  Cliffonl  to  Dinosaur  World, 
and  the  main  ride  at  the  parte  has  to 
be  seen  to  be  believed.  Grodin 
straps  Clifford  into  a  triceratops 
ride  car,  sending  Clifford  faster 
and  faster  through  the  ride  and 
closer  and  cIosct  to  his  impending 
doom.  Be  sure  to  catch  this 
charming  little  comedy  before  it 
leaves  the  theaters. 

**Thanks  to  Loew's  Theater  in 
Leominster** 


"Blood,  Sweat  and  Tears" 


by  Audra  Johnson 
Staff  writer 

"Blood,  Sweat  and  Tears", 
written  and  directed  by  Zarinah 
Felton,  was  performed  in  Weston 
Auditorium  on  April  7. 

The  show  was  originally 
scheduled  during  Black  History 
Month,  but  winter  stonms  delayed 
the  opening  twice. 

The  two  hour  play  reincar- 
nated major  events  and  Afro- 
American  figures  throughout 


Black  History.  Equal  rights,  seg- 
regation, racial  ethics,  prominent 
movements  and  specific  organi- 
zations were  issues  that  the  play 
focused  on. 

Felton  gave  brief  descriptions 
of  thescenes.  The  traveling  actors 
performed  events  such  as  Rosa 
Parks  refusing  her  bus  seat  to  a 
white  man  and  a  Malcolm  X 
speech  before  his  enlightening 
trip  to  Islam. 

Other  reenaclments  included  a 


poetry  reading  at  the  Harlem  Cot- 
ton Qub  and  an  Old  Colcmial 
Slave  Church  meeting. 

"Blood,  Sweat  and  Tears" 
compacted  energy  and  powerful 
messages  despite  slight  organiza- 
tional problems.  The  show  was 
supposed  to  begin  at  8  p.m.,  but 
that  was  approximately  when  the 
first  act  ended. 

Before  coming  to  Fitchburg 
State,  the  play  performed  at  local 
middle  and  elementary  schools. 


Audience  smashes 
Pumpkins 

by  Jason  Koivu 
Strobe  staff 

The  build  up  to  the  Smashing  Pumpkins  concert  at  the  Wallace 
Civic  Center  on  April  1 9  seemed  to  have  taken  a  lot  of  the  steam  out 
of  the  audience  once  the  show  actually  got  under  way. 

Other  than  the  mosh  pit  which  was  wider  and  wilder  then  the  one 
forNirvana'sappearance,thecrowdseemed  deflated.  Whatever  the 
reason  may  have  been,  it  was  in  no  part  the  fault  of  the  band. 

The  Pumpkins'  performance  was  superb  and  even  rose  above  the 
pooracoustics  of  the  Civic  Center,  which  were  put  to  the  test  during 
the pre-show  film:  arace between  two  souped  upmusclecars.  After 
this  literally  earth  shaking,  jugular  vein  quaking,  sound-levels- 
developed-only-to-beat-lhe-crap-out-of-your-eardrums  film  was 
over,  the  opening  band.  Red  Red  Meat,  took  the  stage.  Their  sound 
was  based  in  itiythm,  and  was  quite  reminiscent  of  the  Velvet 
Underground.  They  kqittheir  setrespectfully  shortandafteraquick 
equipment  change,  Billy  Corgan  and  Co.  slouched  onto  the  stage. 

They  played  all  the  songs  a  fan  going  to  their  concert  would  want 
to  hear  and  they  played  them  with  blistering  enagy .  However,  the 
audience's  reaction  was  not  up  to  par  for  what  Corgan  was  looking 
for.  He  repeatedly  assaulted  the  audience  verbally  for  their  lack  of 
enthusiasm.  This  was  in  no  way  helped  by  a  half-hearted  call  for  an 
erKore,  which  was  noted  by  Corgan,  who  said  to  the  audience, 
"Those  of  you  who  get  this...thanks.  And  those  of  you  who  don't, 
never  will,"  just  before  launching  into  an  instrumental  versicm  of 
'Today."  For  those  of  you  who  don'tknow,  the  song  starts  off  with 
the  lyrics,"Today  is  thegreatestday  I'veever  known."  It  obviously 
wasn't  not  for  Corgan  anyway. 

After  the  concert  he  did  find  it  in  his  heart  to  sign  a  few  autographs 
and  talk  to  a  few  fans,  but  left  at  the  first  opportunity.  Drummer, 
Jimmy  Chamberlin  refused  to  comment  on  how  he  felt  the  show 
went  but  at  least  said  it  with  a  smile.  And  guitarist  James  Dia,  who 
appeared  visibly  tired,  was  gracious  enough  to  quote  (sort  oO  from 
theEagles'song'TakeItEasy"whendescribinghowhefelt,"Ibeen 
rollin'dowTitheroadblowin'myload.  I  got  a  world  o' trouble  on 
my  mind....." 
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Announcements 

Female  Actors  NeedettThere  will  be  a  casting 
call  held  on  Wednesday,May  4th,  at  5 :00  p.m. 
in  the  T.V.  studio  of  the  industrial  arts  building 
(3rd  floor,  room  310).  The  project  is  a  student 
film  production  sponsored  by  members  of  the 
communications/media  department  at  FSC. 
This  will  be  an  audition  open  to  any  women 
interested,  and  it  is  highly  recommended  that 
those  whoe  are  interested  bring  some  of  their 
own  prepared  material  to  present  If  you  have 
any  questions,  feel  fiee  to  call  Mark  at  342- 
4511. 

The  winners  of  theHealthFair  raffle  prizes  are: 
FSC  Sweatshirt,  donated  by  FSC  bookstore: 
Carrie  Christie;  Radio,  donated  by  Sears,  Roe- 
buck: Dave  Dubai;  Cooler,  donated  by 
Walgreens:  Gerson  Conan;  and  $15  DAKA 
Certificate:  Ruth  Somao. 

Applications  are  currently  being  accepted  for 
1994-1995  Judicial  Board  members.  Applica- 
tions are  available  at  Student  Affairs  &  SG  A 
Deadline  to  submit  an  application  is  April  29th. 

The  Programs  Committee  will  be  sponsoring  a 
Special  Event  on  Thursday,  May  5.  "Bungee 
Running"  will  be  held  on  the  Quad  fiom  3:30 
-  7  p.m.  For  more  info.,  call  the  Programs 
Committe  office  at  343-0644. 

This  is  the  last  issue  of  The  Strobe  for  the 
semester.  The  next  issue  will  be  out  in  Septem- 
ber. Until  then,  good  luck  with  finals  and  have 
a  fun,  relaxing  summer. 


by$q^i-(or-t 
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SGA  awards  given  at  Honors  Convocation 


by  DCTdc  Valcourt 
Strobe  staff 

The  Student  Government  As- 
sociation presented  its  awards  at 
the  annual  Spring  Ccxivocation 
caemony  held  on  Afril  21.  All 
awards  are  based  on  nominations 
submitted  by  the  student  body. 

Dr.  Elena  Kyle  and  Dr.  George 
Bohrer  fern  the  Communica- 
tions/Media department  were 
honcH^  as  Faculty  Members  of 
the  Year.  According  to  the  Resi- 
dent of  SGA,  Ed  Puliafico,  the 
decision  was  so  difficult  that  the 
usual  one  award  had  to  be  iHdcen 
down  by  sex. 

Kyle  was  chosen  for  her  exten- 
sive volunteerwcHkandher  help  in 


co-redesigning  the  FSC  Gradu- 
ate Piogram.  BduiM",  who  has 
been  at  the  college  since  1984,  is 
currently  the  associate  editor  of 
the  XOM*MENT  Newsletto" 
and  is  fOTtriCTly  the  adviscx  to 
many  clubs  on  campus. 

Holly  Kreidler-Phaneuf  re- 
ceived the  newest  award  SGA 
had  to  offer  this  year,  Adminis- 
trator/StafFMembo-of  the  Year. 
She  has  organized  Alcohol 
Awareness  Week  in  October,  the 
Smart  Choices  Peer  Education 
Program,  and  many  other  sub- 
stance awareness  activities  on 
campus.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Substance  *\wareness  Task 
FOTce  and  the  Nursing  Adviswy 
Committee. 


Senior  class  president  Colleen 
Jackson  was  dted  as  the  Studwt 
of  the  Year.  Jackson  saved  on 
SGA  fffl-  four  years  and  sits  on 
several  committees  including  the 
Campus  Ceater  Advisory  Board 
and  the  Academic  Policy  Com- 
mittee. 

Associated  Bufld^s  and  Cbn- 
tracto^  (ABQ  was  chosen  as  the 
college's  Organization  of  the 
Year.  The  club  is  recognized  as 
the  third  tq)  student  di^XiCT  in  the 
country  fiom  the  national  ABC 
office.  The  club  featured  many 
trips  andguest  speakers  iiKluding 
tfie  host  of  the  PBS  show  "This 
Old  Ifouse",  Steve  Thomas. 

The  Outstanding  Smw  Fe- 
male, Kath^ine  Doust,  is  an  ex- 


ecutive board  membo-  of  Rii 
SigmaSigma  Sheisalsoafound- 
ing  monber  of  that  sotxity  as 
well  as  a  member  of  Habitat  fa- 
Humanity.  Stephen  Coerte 
VanVocHiiis  was  honwed  as  Out- 
standing Senicx*  Male  fcx' his  work 
in  restoring  the  First  Reqxmders 
Team  on  campus.  He  also 
founded  a  chapt^  of  Young  Re- 
publicans and  is  active  in  Habi- 
tat fcff  Humanity. 

Current  SGA  president  Ed 
I*uliafico  was  recognized  with  the 
SGA  Excellence  Award  for  a 
male.  Puliafico  sits  on  several 
committees  and  is  an  resident  as- 
sistant in  the  townhouses. 
Gennifier  Taber,  a  senicr  class 
repesentative,  was  chosen  as  the 


"SGA  Unsung  Ifero"  and  the 
SGA  Excellence  Award  fw  a  fe- 
male. She  has  helped  to  (xganize 
many  fimd  raisers  iiKluding  the 
"survival  kits"  that  are  offered 
during  exams. 

Amy  Kosiewski  was  hoiKxed 
as  the  Female  Athlete  of  the  Year 
fOT  her  perfcHTTiance  on  the  fidd 
hockey  team.  She  holds  five 
school  recOTds  and  was  the  1993 
MASCAC  Pbyer  of  the  Year. 
Aaron  Abitz  woi  the  Male  Ath- 
lete of  the  Year  Award  for  excel- 
lence in  hockey.  He  received  the 
first  evCT  shut  out  in  FSC  hockey 
history  andin  January  wascitedas 
the  MASCAC  Honor  Roll 
PlayCT. 


IPcidir  (i(fli]ii(£iitl(D]r^  toirgdti  oliriBg  jpird^dMi®]!! 


by  Danielle  Ferzacca 
Staff  writer 


In  a  nationwide  poll  at  both 
two  and  four  year  institutions, 
thirty  percent  of  college  students 
surveyed  said  they  would  prefer  to 
socialize  without  alcohol.  In  the 
same  survey,  the  heaviest  drinkas 
obtained  the  bwest  grades.  These 
are  justafew  tidbitsof  information 
one  can  learn  from  being  a  Peer 
Educates. 

What  is  Peer  Education?  This 
program  isavaluableandeffective 
way  for  students  to  address  ongo- 


ing concans  about  alcohol  and 
other  drug  abuse  affecting  FSC. 
FSC  Smart  Choices  Peer  Edu- 
catcffs  provide  opticMis  and  alter- 
natives to  students  through  edu- 
cational workshcqjs.  They  are 
presented  in  a  non-threatening 
and  open  manner.  It  uses  peer  to 
peer  influence  as  a  tool  to  em- 
power students  to  educate  each 
other  and  create  changes  in  the 
campus  social  environment 

Peer  educators  are  trained  in 
practical,  marketable  skills  such 
as  effective  communication, 
time  management,  program  de- 
velopment, and  woikshq)  pre- 


sentatioa  These  skills  allow  edu- 
cators to  confidently  provide  ac- 
curate infomation  to  the  campus 
community  through  a  variety  of 
mediums  including  games,  dis- 
cussions, quizzes,  competitions 
and  role-playing.  Waking  to- 
gether as  a  team,  Educatos  listen 
to,  encourage  and  assist  thdr  fel- 
low students  in  becoming  aware 
of  thechoices  they  make  concern- 
ing alcdK)l  and  drug  abuse. 

The  Smart  Choices  Peer  Edu- 
cation Program  is  just  getting 
started.  They  have  die  office,  the 
materials  to  wok  with,  and  the 
money  necessary  to  get  off  the 


ground.  The  oily  thing  directors 
Holly  Kriedler-Hianeuf  and  Eric 
MiUct  de^rately  lack  are  inter- 
ested students. 

Its  goal  is  to  create  student  gen- 
oated  q)tions  and  alternatives  to 
the  drinking  behaviw  on  campus. 
A  few  OBJECTIVES  are:  O- 
(^nness  to  change,  B-building 
community,  J-judgement,  E-edu- 
cation,  C-caring,  T-teaching/self, 
I-interventions,  V-values,  E-envi- 
ronmenl/dmg  free  living,  and  S- 
support  for  ourselves  and  others. 

In  order  to  be  a  Smart  Choices 
Peer  Educator  one  must  be  a  full- 
time  undergraduate  in  satisfactory 


academic  standing  and  have  a  de- 
siretoleam.  The  student  must  be 
comfortable  educating  others,  be 
accepting  of  differences,  and  act 
as  a  good  role  nnodel.  One  last 
critaia  is  the  time  commitmenL 
Three  hours  a  wedc  is  needed  in 
order  to  volunteer  for  group 
events  and  share  group  reqxxisi- 
bilities. 

FcM"  an  apphca^on  and  mote 
information  contact  either  Eric 
Miller  ot  Holly  Kriedler-Phaneuf 
in  the  Substance  Awaraiess  Of- 
fice, room  217  Sanders  Adminis- 
tration Building. 


WITS  fosters 
creative  communities 


by  Kim  Ken- 
Contributing  writer 

Studoits,  faculty  and  staff  fiom 
Fitchbui^g  State  College  partici- 
pated in  a  Womai  in  Today's  So- 
ciety (WTTS)  program  entitled 
'Tostering  Creative  Communi- 
ties: A  Celebration  ofWomen  and 
the  Arts"  on  April  14. 

Carol  Heard,  a  member  of 
WITS,  said  that  the  day  was  "a 
way  to  celelwate  people  on  cam- 
pus." She  read  some  of  her  own 
personal  poetry  dealing  with  the 
births  of  her  children. 

Michelle  Pouliot,  an  English 
clubstudent,readapoemaboutthe 
deadi  of  her  roommate  and  cousin 
fitxnanautomobileaccident  Bar- 
bara Gee,ahuman  service  student, 
Christine  Sosa  of  the  Inlonational 


Education  Department  and 
Lynne  Wagner  of  the  Nursing 
department  read  their  poetry  as 
well. 

Carol  Sickul,  of  the  Physical 
Education  Department,  and 
Paula  Davis  Fio-e  performed  a 
dance  duet  called  "Holding 
True."  They  also  performed 
dance  solos. 

Carol  Sickul,  dressed  in  a 
white  silk  slip,  danced  her  solo 
entitled  "Blanche  Comme  La 
Neige  -  White  Like  the  Snow", 
using  deer  antlCTS  as  a  symbol 

Paula  Davis  Fiore  said  that  in 
her  solo  called  "The  Awaken- 
ing", she  used  music  that  moved 
her  while  meditating  and  practic- 
ing with  it 

Nicki  Hey,  the  Vice  President 
of  the  dance  club,  performed  a 


dance  entitled  "This  is  the  Mo- 
ment" 

Amy  DobKian,  of  the  Humani- 
ties Department  showed  how 
making  art  is  part  of  the  creative 
process.  She  said  that  when  she 
makes  her  art,  she  does  not  think 
of  it  as  a  woman's  artwork. 

Michelle  Vidi-Lawton  of  the 
Career  Services  Office  and  Nikki 
Brownell  of  Academic  Success 
showed  how  quilting  is  a  part  of 
the  creative  process.  They  said 
that  it  is  "a  woman's  art"  and  a 
way  f(X  women  to  teing  beauty 
into  their  lives  and  fimction. 

Carol  Picard  of  the  Nursing 
Department  said  that  she  thought 
the  day  wait  vay  well  and  is 
hewing  that  th^  can  make  this 
program  twice  a  year. 


Drug  cont  from  pg  1 

ber  who  had  an  alcohol  or  other 
drug  problem.  Seventeen  percent 
of  the  women  surveyed  indicated 
that  they  had  been  taken  advan- 
tage of  sexually  while  under  the 
influence  of  alcohol  cff  some  other 
dmg  in  the  last  year. 

Male  students  reported  drink- 
ing 14%  mcHie  alcc^l  per  week 
than  female  students.  Qose  to 
three  times  as  many  men  as 
women  reported  binge  drinking 
three  ot  more  times  over  a  two 
week  period. 

"Ideally  we  would  like  to  have 
about  twenty-five  percent  of  our 
surveyed  students  to  be  in  each 
class  fOT  accurate  representation," 
said  Kreidler-Phaneuf,  explain- 
ing that  only  7.3  percent  of  the 
surveyed  students  were  seniors. 
"The  results  are  limited  in  that 
way.   We  can't  say  that  this  is 


definitely  an  accurate  rqniesenta- 
tion  of  all  students  at  Fitchburg 
State  College,  but  it  gives  us  an 
idea" 

The  Core  Drug  and  Alcohol 
Survey,  which  was  used  fw  this 
study ,  is  one  designed  fOT  use  in  a 
highereducationpopulation.  The 
results  of  the  survey  were  sent  to 
the  University  of  Minnesota 
where  they  woie  analyzed  The 
findings  were  sent  back  to  the 
college  where  Kreidlar-Phaneuf 
compared  than  to  the  national 
figures. 

The  study  is  part  of  a  require- 
ment for  the  college's  drug  and 
alcdiol  {wevention  grant  which 
will  expire  at  the  end  of  next  sum- 
mer.  The  survey  was  conducted 
during  one  of  the  busiest  class 
hours  of  the  week  to  ensure  thata 
large  cross-section  of  students 
could  be  reached. 


GOOD  LUCK  WITH  FINALS!!! 
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Men's  IVack  hosts  MASCAC 


by  Derdc  Valcourt 
Strobe  staff 


The  FSC  men's  track  team 
hosts  its  first  home  meet  in  over 
twoyeatsonSaturdayat  1  l:(X)am. 
Six  state  college  teams  'mH  com- 
pete in  the  MASCAC  meet  in- 
cluding Worcester,  Bridgewater, 
Framingham,  Salem,  and 
Westfield. 

The  Falcons  are  a  small  squad 
led  by  Co-captains  Kris  Theriault 
and  Jason  Desmarais.    Though 


numbers  are  not  on  their  side, 
individual  talent  is. 

At  a  meet  on  April  22  at 
Springfield  College,  the 
tracksters  had  another  opportu- 
nity to  qualify  for  the  New  En- 
gland Division  HI  meet  against 
Springfield,  Westfield  State, 
WPl,  and  the  University  of  Mas- 
sachusetts at  Dartmouth. 
Theriault,  the  only  All- American 
athlete  at  the  college,  qualified  for 
the  NCAA's  with  a  javelin  throw 
of  209*6"  and  won  the  event 

Falcons  found  another  first 


place  in  Junior  Frank  Legros  who 
won  the  high  jump  and  qualified 
for  the  Division  in  meet  with  a 
height  of  6' 5",  a  personal  record. 
SeaiiOT  Scott  NfcCabe  also  wot 
the  pole  vault  and  qualified  fcff 
Division  in  with  a  vault  of  12' 5". 
Desmarais  took  second  place 
in  the  triple  jump  with  43'7", 
qualifying  him  for  the  Division  HI 
meet  Sophomore  Derek 
Valcourt  took  fifth  place  in  the 
high  hurdles  and  qualified  with  a 
time  of  16.0  seconds. 


Falcon  Football  optimistic 


by  Owen  Bard 
Contributing  writer 


The  Falcon  football  team  has 
been  working  hard  in  the  off  sea- 
son in  anticipation  for  the  upcom- 
ing 1994  schedule.  Mandatory 
weight  lifting  and  a  spring  running 
program  will  hopefully  prove  to 
be  vital  to  the  young  team's  suc- 
cess. 

Head  Coach  Mike  Woesner 
and  Assistant  Coach  Shane 
Rodriguez  have  been  traveling 
around  New  England  and  parts  of 
New  York  in  search  of  new  re- 
cruits who  can  help  the  team. 
When  asked  what  the  main  re- 
.cniiting  goal  was  in  the  offseason, 
both  coaches  knew  exactly  wh^t 
they  were  looking  for. 

"We're  looking  for  people  at 
theskiUed positions,  mainly  on  the 
offense,"  said  coach  Rodriguez. 
The  skilled  positions  consist  of 


quarterbacks,  runningbacks  and 
wide  receivers. 

The  hunt  for  the  big  men  was 
curbed  a  bit  because  a  solid 
nucleus  will  be  returning  fiom  last 
season.  There  are  pluses  and  mi- 
nuses as  far  as  the  offensive  and 
defensive  lines  are  concerned.  On 
the  downside  ,  the  Falcons  wUl 
sorely  miss  their  four  year  starter 
at  right  tackle,  Tom  "tree" 
Muixay.  Tom's  abilities  and  lead- 
ership were  essential  to  the  "new 
beginning." 

On  a  more  positive  note,  Co- 
captain,  Mike  Barry  will  return 
for  his  fourth  season  to  onceagain 
lead  a  solid  defense  from  the 
middle  linebacker  spot  The  de- 
fense will  become  even  stronger 
next  season  with  the  're-emer- 
gence of  AU-American  Track 
star,  Kris  TheriaulL  With  Bany ,  a 
veteran  line  and  an  even  more 
experienced  backfield  anchored 
by     Shaun    "Pokie"     Dann, 

=1P»I liar 


Fitchburg'sdefenseshouldretum 
as  one  of  the  best  in  the  NEFC  in 
1994. 

Coach  Woesner  should  be 
h^py  with  the  returners  on  of- 
fense as  well.  Matt  Ostranger 
leads  a  very  young  line.  To  give 
the  offense  some  added  punch, 
burner  Matt  Kiggins  will  bringhis 
speed  and  catching  ability  to  the 
offense.  These  players  will  be  the 
building  blocks  to  help  the  Fal- 
cons put  a  few  more  points  on  the 
board  next  season. 

The  team  is  now  finishing  its 
spring  workouts  and  in  four  shcfft 
months  the  eageriy  anticipated 
season' will  begin.  The  1993  Fal- 
cons, with  a  little  luck,  could  have 
had  arecOTd  of  5-4.  But  the  team 
is  using  the  could  have  been 
recordfor  motivation.  With  anew 
attitude  and  a  bunch  of  excited 
players  and  coaches,  the  1994 
Falcons  are  going  to  surprise  a  lot 
of  people. 


Donovan  captures 
Player  of  the  Week 


I*ress  Release 

The  Falcon  Baseball  team  is 
on  a  roll  after  a  rugged  start  in 
Rorida.  Down  south  FSC  went  1- 
10.  Up  north,  however,  the  Fal- 
cons have  won  five  out  of  six  after 
dropping  their  first  threes 

Leading  the  way  for  Fitchburg 
is  senior  tri-captain,  Jason 
Donovan.  Donovan  led  the  Fal- 
cons to  a  3-0  week  by  hitting  .500, 
7-14,  with  2  homers,  6  runs  and  3 
RBFs.  His  week  was  highlighted 
by  an  incredible  performance  in  a 
doubleheadersweepofPlymouth 
State. 

In  the  opener,  he  not  only 
picked  up  the  victory  in  relief,  but 
hit  a  dramatic  two  run  homer  in 


the  bottom  of  the  eighth  to  give 
FSC  an  8-7  extra  inning  win. 

This  week  the  leftfielder/ 
pitcherpicked  up  whereheleftoff, 
hitting  a  three  run  dmger  in  FSC's 
5-3  loss  to  Mass  Maritime.  In  the 
nightcap  of  that  doubleheader,  he 
polished  off  Mass  Maritime  in  the 
seventh  inning  to  earn  the  save  for 
an  11-7  FSC  victory.  Joe  Moran 
wasalsoabigfactorinthewinwith 
a  triple  and  5  RBI's. 

Donovan's  excellent  play 
helped  him  earn  MASCAC 
Player  of  the  Week  Honors. 
Meanwhile,  sophomore  Steve 
Baldassare  is  quietly  going  about 
his  business  hitting  a  whopping 
.375  with  a  team  high  9  RBI's  and 
6  doubles. 


Softball  strikes  back 


by  Kathy  Herriott 
Contributing  writer 

After  a  slow  start  due  to  the 
late  arrival  of  spring,  the  Falcon 
Softball  team  began  their  season. 
In  tfieir  first  few  games,  they 
faced  some  strong  teams.  The 
women  put  up  a  good  fight  but  in 
the  end,  came  up  short 

This  past  week,  the  Falcons 
came  to  life  with  their  first  two 
victories.  On  Tuesday  they  had  a 
decisive  win  over  Mass  Mari- 
time, putting  them  away  in  the 
fifth  inning  22-2.  This  was  a  great 
win  for  pitcher  Christine  Roddy 
whogotsomegreathelp  from  the 
defense  behind  her.  Not  only  was 
the  defense  flawless,  but  quite 
obviously  the  bats  came  alive 
which  was  something  the  Fal- 
cons hadn't  seen  all  season. 

Wednesday,  April  20,  FSC 


traveled  to  Endicott  College  in 
hope  of  bringing  home  their  sec- 
ond win.  This  time  Beth  Poitras 
was  on  the  mound  and  thebirdsgot 
Uie  win  they  so  desperately 
wanted.  Stacie  Mawn,  Noreen 
Weiner,  Deana  Lucas,  Maria 
Lavita,  Dianne  Horwath  and 
EileenLaskey  all  contributed  with 
big  hits.  FSC  took  home  the  win 
11-7. 

Due  to  the  rough  New  England 
winter,  these  Falcons  were  not 
granted  theluxuryofpracticing  on 
a  field.  Instead,  the  team  had  to  do 
most  of  their  early  season  training 
indoors.  This  they  feel  is  a  big 
factor  for  their  slow  start.  While 
other  teams  were  getting  in  good 
practice  time,  the  Falcons  were 
abandoned  to  the  doldrums  of  the 
Parkinson  Gymnasium.  But  now 
that  they  are  out  of  the  gym  and  on 
the  field,  the  women  are  looking  to 
finish  the  season  strong. 


CAMPUS  PIZZA  and  VARIETY  would 
like  to  thank  everyone  at  FSC  and  the 
surrounding  community  for  their  patron- 
age and  continued  support  throughout  the 
year. 

Thank  you! 
Mike  &  Jimie 
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Adaptations,  an  athlete's  choice 


by  Michael  Gordon 
Strobe  staff 

As  sure  as  death  and  taxes,  and 
a  daily  walk  through  G-Lobby, 
students  will  be  scunying  next  fall 
to  find  out  the  last  possible  day  for 
dropping  or  adding  a  course. 
They'll  show  up  for  the  first  class, 
read  over  the  syllabus,  and  by  the 
top  of  the  hour  be  writing  in  the 
opscan  number  on  the  right  side  of 
one  of  those  little  white  cards. 

Their  next  move  would  be  to 
find  a  course  to  fill  the  now  vacant 
spot  And  we  all  do  it  We  scan  the 
course  biilletin  in  search  of  the 
perfect  average  booster.  You 
know,  nothing  too  difficult,  yet 
somewhat  interesting.  Attendance 
isn't  mandatory  and  no  presenta- 
tions. Anything  that  will  get  us  3 
credit  hours  closer  to  graduation. 

Well,  if  you're  someone  in  dire 
need  of  filling  a  hole  in  the  math/ 
science  requirement,  I  have  the 
perfectcourse  foryou;  especially  if 


you're  an  athlete.  It  is  called  Adap- 
tations, and  itcan  be  found  under  the 
biology  section  of  Fitchburg  State's 
biannual  newspaper. 

Adaptations  is  designed  to  inte- 
grate the  natural  and  exercise  sci- 
ences from  the  standpoint  that  sur- 
vival of  the  organism  depends  upon 
its  ability  to  adapt  to  a  given  envi- 
ronment The  acute  and  chronic  ef- 
fects of  several  stressors  found 
within  the  environment  such  as 
oxygen,  light,  dark,  exercise,  heat, 
cold,  emotional  stress,  altitude,  nu- 
trition and  evolution  are  studied. 

The  stress  elements  are  aeated 
in  several  ways.  First  of  aU,  the 
treadmill  and  bicycle  put  in  over- 
time in  this  course.  Students  are 
subjected  to  workouts  on  these  ma- 
chines in  thecoldof  aNew  England 
wdntCTand  the  heatof  the  Parkinson 
Gymnasium  boiler  room.  What  is 
examined  here  are  the  changes  in 
blood  pressure,  oxygen  intake  ca- 
pacity and  exertion.  Interesting 
enough?  No,  well  read  on. 


Did  you  ever  wonder,  or  truly 
understand  why  visiting  teams  have 
such  a  difficult  time  playing  the 
Denver  Broncos  in  Mile  High  Sta- 
dium? Then  Adaptations  is  for  you. 
Two  hikes  up  Mount  Watatic  and  a 
journey  up  Mount  Monadnock  can 
help  answer  the  mystery  behind  the 
Broncos'  impressive  home  record. 
Although  a  mystery  it  is  not  Fun 
enough  to  red  card  yet? 

So  how  does  Adulations  benefit 
an  athlete?  Well,  although  genetics 
is  an  important  variable  in  determin- 
ing the  success  of  an  athlete,  it's 
equally  important  for  the  active  per- 
son to  be  aware  of  the  human  body 
and  its  capabilities,  particularly 
their  own,  because  every  person  has 
different  abilities  and  disabilities. 
Therefore,  an  athlete  must  know 
what  they  can  and  cannot  do,  and 
design  a  program  that  wcHks  for 
themselves  and  not  the  one  that 
woiks  for  the  guy  in  "Muscle  and 
Fitness." 

"This  course  goes  more  in  depth 


than  a  health  and  fitness  course," 
said  Dr.  Lee  Cunningham,  one  of 
the  course  instructors.  "As  an  ath- 
lete, you  can  become  aware  of  your 
own  personal  needs,  and  design  a 
fimess  and  dietary  program  based 
on  what  you've  learned  in  the  class- 
room and  in  the  lab." 

It's  essential  for  an  athlete  to  find 
out  what  it  is  they  can  woric  on  in 
order  to  improve  their  overall  per- 
formance consistently. 

"Whether  you're  an  aerobic  ath- 
lete or  say  a  football  player,  the  type 
of  woikouts  and  nutritional  needs 
will  be  different  This  course  can 
help  you  to  determine  those  needs 
on  an  individual  basis,"  said  Dr. 
Cunningham. 

Ad^tations  examines  numer- 
ous systems  in  the  human  body. 
Whether  it's  cardiovascular,  skel- 
etal, or  muscular,  students  leave  the 
course  knowing  a  lot  more  than 
when  they  entered. 

Of  particular  importance  to  ath- 
letes is  the  study  of  nutritional  as- 


pects. Are  you  one  of  those  people 
who  lives  by  Joe  Welders  rules  of 
the  necessity  of  protein  overload  to 
spawn  muscle  growth?  All  he's 
showing  you  is  how  to  waste  time 
and  money. 

How  about  fiiel  reserves,  do  you 
know  what  is  stored  for  energy  and 
where  it  goes?  All  this  and  more  is 
taught  in  Adaptations. 

However,  by  no  means  is  this  a 
"blow  off"  course.  There  is  work  to 
be  done,  but  it's  ftin  and  it  can 
provide  an  invaluable  amount  of 
knowledge  for  overall  health  in  the 
future.  Thus,  this  course  can  evai 
be  beneficial  to  the  most  sedentary 
person. 

There  is  one  minor  problem 
though.  Now  that  I've  sparked 
your  interest  and  you  hockey  play- 
ers are  dying  to  enhance  your  V02 
max  so  that  you  can  successfully 
defend  your  tide  next  year,  you'll 
have  to  wait  until  January  to  do  so. 
The  course  is  usually  only  offered 
in  the  spring. 


Hockey  intramurals  season  underway 


by  Michael  Gordon 
Strobe  staff 

With  just  two  weeJcs  of  school 
remaining,  the  wait  is  over  for  the 
start  of  the  1994  Intramural  Street 
Hockey  League.  Once  again,  the 
team  to  beat  will  be  the  defending 
champion  MGD  squad.  Andy 
Beard  will  return  as  captain  along 
with  co-c^tain  Steve  Lyden. 

The  A  League  is  comprised  of  six 
teams.  The  team  to  look  out  for  will 
be  the  self  proclaimed.  Champions. 
SteveLowney  feels  thathe  will  walk 
away  with  two  tides  in  his  senior 
year,  but  many  people  beg  lo  differ 
with  the  future  Chippendale.  In  par- 
ticular. The  Undertakers,  led  by 
psycho  man,  D  J.  Conte,  will  look  to 
prove  that  these  Champions  are  just 
chumps. 

The  B  League  looks  like  it  could 


be  a  walk  in  the  park  for  the  MGD 
team  They  are  stacked. 


Shane  Rodriguez  will  be  the 
director  of  the  league.  Beardo, 
Dupe,  Skit-whatit  and  Gatti  will  be 
the  referees.  Pokieand  Slo-bar  will 
woik  the  clock. 

The  drop  of  the  first  pudc  was 
last  Thursday  afternoon.  So  by  this 
time,  the  season  is  halfway  over 
and  this  spot  will  not  have  the 
chance  to  let  you  know  what  h^ 
pened.  I  could  qxculate,  but  I'll 
wait  until  next  year  just  to  remind 
thecampuswhothe"real"champi- 
ons  are,  once  again. 


pofti 


Mnm 


Nickname:  Bat 

Favcffite  Athlete:  Jimmy  Houston 
ESPNFishCTman 


Mat  Fallon  from  Fitchburg  is  a 
Geogr^hy  major  who  will  walk 
across  stage  and  receive  his  di- 
ploma in  just  a  few  short  weeks. 
Before  he  leaves,  he  will  take  with 
him  many  memories  as  an  athlete. 

Upon  his  arrival  from  Fairfield 
High  School,  Mat  wanted  to  play 
both  baseball  and  basketball.  He 
wenton  to  do  much  more  than  that 


In  his  final  .year  of  eligibility,  Mat 
was  selected  as  a  captain  for  the 
baseball  and  basketball  teams. 
Mat'smostmemorablehighlightas 
a  Falcon  will  be  the  sweeping  of 
North  Adams,  two  years  in  a  row. 
Mat  is  currently  finishing  up  his 
baseball  career  as  well  as  his  aca- 
demic career  atFitchburg  State.  The 
Falcons  are  playing  .500  ball  this 
year  but  according  to  Mat,  "we're 
not  as  strong  as  we  were  last  year 
because  we  lostour  best  player,  Dan 
Ryan.  It's  been  tough  trying  to  re- 
place him." 


"What  we  need  to  improve  on  is 
clutch  hitting,"  said  Mat  "Evay- 
one  can  hit  the  ball  pretty  well,  but 
we're  not  getting  the  hits  when  we 
need  them  mostlthink  we'll  finish 
in  the  top  three  in  the  MASCACs." 

Now  that  his  career  at  Fitchburg 
has  just  about  expired.  Mat  has  the 
goalofattendinggraduateschoolin 
the  near  future.  In  the  meantime,  he 
hasreflectedonhisstayatFitchburg 
State  College.  "The  small  school 
allows  for  a  lot  of  individual  atten- 
tion and  I  liked  that  the  most" 


